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"a | Fleet-ſtreet, | 
4. HE Remarkable Life of Uriel Acoſta, an eminent 
I Free-thinker, with his Reaſons for rejecting all Re- 
vealed Religion. To which is added, Mr Limborch's De- 
ſence of Chriſtianity, in Anſwer to the Objections of Acoſta. 
With an Introduction, containing Memoirs of the Life of 
Mr Limborch, and an Account of his Writings, price 1 s, 

II. Remarks on Spencer's Poems, andMilton'sParadiſeRegained, 
price 28. | g 

III. Conſiderations upon the Inſtitution of Marriage, with an { 
Enquiry how far Divorees may and ought to be allowed! 

By a Perſon of Quality, price 2 8. . 

IV. A Compleat Collection of Sermons, preached at Mr Boyle”, 
Lecture, in Defence of Natural and Revealed Religion, in 

Z 3 vols Folio. | | 
Likewiſe the followingTreatiſes written byW 11.1.1 a 
OE WIISTON, M. A. 

I. An Enquiry into the Eternity of Hell Torments : Or, A 

Collection of Texts of Scripture, and Teſtimonies of An- 
tiquity which relate to them, with proper Notes and Oh. 
{ervations, price 25. 

II. An Account of the Dæmoniacs and Power of caſting out 
Dæmons or Evil Spirits during 400 Years after Chriſt : With 
an Appendix concerning the Tithes paid by the firſt Chri- 

fſtians, price 15. 67. | | 
III. The Primitive Euchariſt revived : An Account of the Do- 
Erine and Practice of the antient Chriſtians concerning the 
Lord's Supper. In Anſwer to the Plain Account, &c. of 
the Lord's Supper, price 1s. 6d. wk 

IV. An Enquiry into Archbiſhop Cranmer's Recantation to 

Popery, with Reaſons to prove it a Forgery, price 6d. 

V. The Longitude diſcovered by the Eclipſes, Occultations and 

Aw Conjunctions of Jupiter'sPlanets : With a Deſcription of thoſe 

refracting and reflecting Teleſcopes, Sectors and that Qua- 
drant, which are the Inſtruments neceſſary for this Di!co- 7 
very by Sea and Land: Alſo #n Appendix containing all # 
the Eclipſes of Jupiter's Planets for the Year 1740, pr. 28. Cd. 
VI. A new Theory of the Earth: W herein the Creation of 
the World in {ix Days, the Univerſal Deluge and genera 
Conflagration, as related in the holy Scriptures, are ſhewn 
to be perfectly agreeable to Reaſon and Philoſophy. Wit 
a large Introduction concerning the true Nature, Style aue 
/ Extent of the Moſaic Hiſtory of the Creation. I he fifth 
Edition, to which is added, (never before printed) An Ay 
pendix containing a new Theory of the Deluge and Comes, 
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HO EVER deſigns to eſta- | 
blſh any Doctrine, whether 15 
of Faith or Practice, muſt 
neceſſarily keep his Eye di- 
rectly levelled at Scripture, 
leſt he ſhould miſs the Mark 
of Truth, and wander too 
far into the Wilderneſs of Error, We ought to 
eſteem the Scriptures as a grand and noble Re- 
-B. : politory 


(2) 
poſitory of all neceſſary Truths in Order for Sal 
vation, and the leſs we confide in the Philoſophi- 
cal Inventions of human Reaſon the better. Not- 
withſtanding this, it may be fafely allowed that 
there are ſeveral Points or Doctrines delivered 
by Word of Mouth, which are not ſo fully can- 
vals*d in Scripture. "Stand faſt, and hold the Tra- 
ditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
Word or orr Epiſtle, * ſays St Paul, But theſe at 
this diſtant Period of Time are wholly Uncer- 
| tainties, and not to be depended upon; however 
it may teach us a ſort of Reſpect and Veneration 
for thoſe Writers, who were either Cotemporary 
with, or elſe immediate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
Conſequently we are now to acquieſce in the Do- 
Ctrines of Scripture alone, and what is either 
taught there, or may be proved plainly from 


thence, ought to determine and regulate our Con- | 
duct. 7 
1 : a 

2. F R O M hence therefore we are to extract t 
our Account of theſe great Doctrines, Original ci 


Sin, Juſtifcation by Faith, and the Chriſtian new 
Birth or Regeneration, and not, as ſeveral 
Writers of late have done, to truſt to the In- 
vention of their own Fancies, without any Foun- 
dation in Scripture. It ſeems as if they rather 
choſe to make a new Goſpel of their own, than 
acpend upon the old one tor Salvation. 


In the following Sheets therefore, it ſhall be 
my ſole Aim and Endeavour to ſtate theſe Points 


1 Without any Partiality or Prejudice to any ſingle 
1 „ „ — 


— 1 — | 


— — 


* 2 The). ii. V. 15. 


CE er ee — 


— — . tes, 7 2 ee... 2 TY 


— 30 W 
Opinion, and I hope that I ſhall have no iy 0 
Byaſs but that of Scripture and Truth to direct me. | 


3. As to the Doctrine of Original Sin, ſince 
it lies firſt in Order, and upon which the 1 
Hinge of our Redemption turns, I ſhall firſt 


" 
treat of it. We have no Room to magnify and | 
exalt the natural Power and Self. ſufficiency of W 
Man. Theſe are Abilities Nature never afforded 0 
us, but in our primitive State; and if we boaſt N 
of them now, they are only Fictions and will 11 
be conducive to our own Ruin. By too great ya 
Debaſement and Depravity he is made more like > 4 


a Machine, and by too much Exaltation more 
like an Angel than a Man. Let us ſhun Ex- 
tremes, for in moſt controverſial Matters, Truth 


generally chuſes to keep the middle Path. 1 
Man is without doubt by Nature endued with wi 
ſtrong Appetites and Paſſions, though not al- W 
together ſo ſtrong as to lead him on an involun- Wit. 
tary Captive. There muſt be an innate Prin- _— 
ciple 'of Liberty and Agency, otherwiſe Man 1 
would be rendered utterly incapable of a future = 
State, The Image of God cannot be ſaid to be [i + 
wholly obliterated in the Natural Man, he full : ak 
retains ſome diſtant Reſemblance to the great {14h 
Original: Like a beautiful but decay*d Structure, —_ 
his Ruins are noble and ſurprizing, and he ſtill 1 
ſpreads Awe and Admiration around him. His 4 e 
original Glory and Beauty are ſomewhat eclipſed [TEIN 
. and obſcured, but ſtill his ſully'd Features wear 140 
8 the indelible Marks of Power and Diflinftion; I: 110 
e But this is only dwelling upon the general and Wine: 
„ WM ouiward Lineaments of Man, we mult deſcend to - mw 
— Particulars, f | bi 110 
B 2 „ MINA 
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Wr have no Reaſon to conſider Adam's 
Happineſs and Glory, but only his natural Im- 
mortality in Paradiſe, Had he continu'd with- 
out Sin and in a pure uncorrupted State, we 
ſhould likewiſe (as being his Offspring) been 
Partakers of this divine Property. As ſoon as 
ever Adam had ſinn'd he became mortal, and in- 
ſtead of being poſſeſſed of a plorious, he had 
a frail and corruptible Body. Mortality was 
the Conſequence of Sin, and in this Senſe alone 
it is, that his Poſterity are from him originally 
Sinners, Whatever other evil Conſequences 
can poſſibly flow from this corruptible and 
mortal Body, are and muſt be likewiſe the ne- 
ceſſary Product of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, and are 
now lodg'd in the Nature of Man. 


Reaſoning upon this Subject. For until the Law, 


Sin was in the World, but Sin is not imputed 
chen there is no Law *. i. e. When there was 


no pqſitive Law which condemned Men to Death 
for it. Nevertheleſs Death reigned from Adam 5 
Moſes, even over them that had not ſinned after 


| the Similitude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion f. Death 


was not therefore imputed to them upon Account 


of their own, but for the Tranſgreſſion of Adam. 


Thus they ſuffer'd Death, which is the Puniſh- 


ment of Sin, in the fame Manner as if they 


had actually ſinn'd; and in this Senſe it is, that 
the Scripture repreſents them as Sinners. 


4. Tyvs 


[ 


— 


*" Nom, v. 13. 


T V. 14. 


This is all 
that I can diſcover or determine from St Paul's 


(5: 


4. Tus we have found Man by Nature f 
after the Fall to be chang'd into a mortal, cor- [3 
ruptible, frail Being, liable to Pains, Accidents, 1 
and Diſeaſes, and all the black Artillery of i | 
Death. Natural Evil now frequently tranſcended 14H 
natural Good, and Life became a Mixture of Hap- 0 j 
pines and Miſery. [0 1 

{008 

WHAT we have hitherto determined belon 1 
only to the Body ; the farther Conſequences of . 
this Mortality we ſhall preſently contider. But Wil. 
how far the Soul, which ſtill retained it's incor- 105 
ruptible and unperiſhable Nature, was affected it's 
by this ſudden Mutation is extremely difficult = 1 
to ſay. How far the aT@Ty or Deception of our =_ 
firſt Parents might influence it, or how far cor- 8 0 


raptible and deprav'd Body, now acting upon 
an immaterial Being, ſuch as the Soul is ſup- 
_ poſed to be, might change it's Nature, is be- 
yond our weak Apprehenſion. Thus far we may 
ſafely go, that hence ſprung the Source of all 
the Tumults, Diſorders and Paſſions in it; 
but whether theſe and a thouſand others pro- 
ceeded from any innate or complexional Depra- 
vity in the Soul, or from the malignant Action of Po, 
a diſtemper'd Body upon it, will be impoſſible for 
us to fay, *till we fully underſtand what Sort 
of Connection or Dependence there is, between 
Soul and Body. For my own Part I am rather 
inclinable to think, but with all Modeſty and 
| Deference, that the Soul and Body from that 
Time commenced perpetual Enemies. The 
Power of the Soul then became weak and feeble 
from the f Ti, or inordinate Luſts of the 
25 * 5 hs Body 
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Body which then warr'd againſt the Soul, St Paul 
ſeems to repreſent this as the Caſe, when he ſays, 


ſpeaking of the natural and unregenerate Perſon, 
For I delight in the Law of God, after the inward 
or rational Man . His Soul approved Things that 


were good and excellent, but he found another 
Law in his Members, warring againſt the Law of 
His Mind. It is no where (at leaſt as I know of) 


declared in Scripture, that the Soul 1s by Nature 


ſully'd and contaminated with all that Horror and 
Darkneſs, and all thoſe gloomy Paſſions, with 


which both the Methodiſts and Mr Faw over- 
whelm it. It ſeems indeed by Nature, to be con- 
fined in a very unhappy Priſon at preſent, and 


can never fully extricate itſelf, *till it receive a 


more ſpiritualiz?d and manageable Body here- 
after. 'The Soul, therefore according to my weak 


Conceptions of this Matter, whatever Guilt it 


may be ſuppoſed to have contracted from Original 


Sin, in a State of fallen Nature, would paſs into 


another World and be rewarded or puniſhed ac- 
cording to it's different Improvements or De- 


merits in this World. And where there was 


any poſitive or natural Law for it to purſue, it 


muſt receive it's Portion according to it's At- 


tachment to it. This is all that can be conſonant to 


the Rectitude of thedivine Nature. For if ſuch a dark, 
_ gloomy Scene of Things were in the Eſſence of the 


Soul after the Fall, we could no more conceal or 


diſguiſe that innate Selfiſnneſs, Envy, Pride and 


Anger, than we could prevent the Sun from ſhin- 
ing. But of this more hereafter, when I ſhall 
2 | | e 
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(7) 
have Occaſion to touch lightly upon Mr Law's 


Notions. pil 


5. THE grand and indeed the ſole Miſtake, bi 
by which we loſe ſight of the Truth, is this, 4 
that we look upon the Fall as too much reſpe- 4 
Qing the Soul, and too little the Body. To this 1 
Body which became mortal by the Fall, it was, 
that Life and Immortality were brought to Light 
through the Goſpel. Had not God originally pro- 4 
miſed that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Wi. 
Serpent's Head, the Body in an unredeemed State, nyt 
muſt have remain'd to Eternity without any fuz | 

ture Renewal or Reſtoration, in the ſame Object Wh. 
and periſhing Condition with the Beaſts themſelves. #; 
Original din muſt have proved an eternal Death 8 
to the Body, unleſs we admit of the Suppoſition 0:70 
of a Saviour, and in every Senſe with Reſpect to 000 
that, we ſhould have been no more than Brutes. 1 665 
The Body muſt have for ever been reſolved into 1 
common Duſt. It is through the Blood of Chriſt mu 
alone that we obtain this Reſurrection or the Re 1 1 
demption of the Body from it's contracted Corrup- 
tion. His Death was a Compenſation tor ours, and 
he ſuffer*d in our Nature, and in our ſtead, to reſtore 
us to another Capacity of original Immortality. 
We ſhould never have been raiſed again from the 
Power and Dominion of the Grave : But that 
Death of the Body which was unhappily thrown 
upon us through Adam's Tranſgreſſion, would 
have exerciſed it's univerſal Reign over Mankind. 
This is our natural and unredeemed State as to 
our Bodies. God indeed created Man to be im- 
mortal, and made him an Image of his own Eternity, 
both with me to his Body and his Soul, but 
alter 
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(8) 
after his Tranſgreſſion, his Soul continued im- 
mortal and unperiſhable indeed, but his Body 
ſunk down into a heavy Maſs of diſſolvable and 
periſtable Clay. Corruption then became his 
Father, and the Worm his Mother and his 
Siſter. 


Tos was the Body fatally deprived of all it's 
immortal Happineſs, and Man was only ſupe- 
rior to the Beaſts after his Fall in this, that his 
n Soul remained invulnerable by the Arrows of 
1 Death. Chriſt himſelf by the moſt inimitable 
18 | Condeſcention, underwent that Death which was 
in our unhappy Lot, and re-placed theBody again in 
Nl the fame Poſſibility of a happy Immortality. 
IH Theſe were the eternal Fetters that muſt inevi- 
| | ; tably have bound us. Thus is our Condition al- 
i ways repreſented in Scripture, and the greateſt 
; =D Value is always ſet upon the Redemption of the 
1h Body from Corruption, as if that was the chief 

| 


End and Deſign of Chriſt's future coming, He 


| 
| 
| 
4 18 to change this vile Body that it may be like unto 
1 i his glorious Body, according to the Working whereby 
3 


ih he is able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf *, So again, 
(| Ourſcives alſo who have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, 
oven we ourſelves groan within ourſelves, waiting 
for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of the 
| Body . Had not the Son of Righteouſneis thus 
dawn'd upon us, Mankind muſt Shave remained 
for ever unreſtor'd to the united Happineſs of 
Soul and Body, the Happineſs of the whole 
M.n. This is che ineſtimable Value * = 
roſs 


—— 
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* Phil iii. 21. + Rom. viii. 23. 
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5 0 
Croſs of Chriſt, in which a Chriſtian ought more 1601 
eſpecially to glory. And if the Soul conſiſted of 1 
groſs and inactive Matter, then the Whole of us 1 
muſt die, and we ſhould only have been Superior 1 
to the Beaſts in a greater Degree of Perception, 45 
Reaſon and Knowledge. 19 

| 11 
6. Bu T their Souls as I before obſerv'd, were 1 | 
of a more durable Exiſtence, after the total Diſſo- 1 \ 
lution of the Body. they continu'd, and were to 1 
be happy or miſerable hereafter, according to their . 
different Advancements and Progreſs in this | W 
World. They were ſtill poſſeſs'd of fallible 1 
Reaſon, (which it even was before the Fall) had 1 
an inherent Power of refuſing Evil and chuſing . 1 
Good, conſequently were free Agents, and as to N 
their Souls were capable of Rewards or Puniſh« . 
ments. e 5 
How glorious and how tranſporting it is to- 7 
read the Sentiments and Reaſonings of the an- 4 i 
cent Philoſophers upon this Subject, barely from „ 
the unaſſifted Light of Nature ! And what is ſtil}, Wb) | 
more remarkable, ſince they were entirely void of ; 1 
any Notion of a Saviour, they reaſon'd right. For- 15 
in a State of fallen Nature, ſuch as they were in, 1 
they juſtly argued that the Body was the Priſon — 

and Sepulchre of the Soul. Their Illuſtrations of mm 


theſe Points were noble and ſurpriſing, conſider- 
ing they had nothing but the pure Light of Rea- 
fon to direct them, and they wiſely aſſerted and; 
defended the divine Nature of the Soul. The: 
grand“ Enemy and Oppoſer of Chriſtianity there- 
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FN Celſus, 3 


( Io) 


fore, ſince he underſtood not the Merits of our 


Saviour's Death, was ſomething more excuſable, 
when he aſſerts, that the Hope of the Reſur- 
c reftion of the Fleſh, is the Hope of Worms, a 
«« filthy, an abominable and impoſſible Thing, which 
*© God neither will nor can do.” 


F RO M hence therefore any one may take a 


View of my Opinion of Original Sin, that it be- 
longs principally to the Body, and that there is 


no real Imputation of Sin deriv'd to the Soul, 
upon Account of which it ſhall be puniſhed here- 
after, It was the promiſed Seed of the Woman 
that renew*d the Body again, and reſtored it to 
the Happineſs it had fatally. loſt. I ſhall ſoon 
offer my Reaſons, why I diſſent from the Doctrine 


of Original Sin in any other Senſe than this. In 


the mean Time, let us weigh a little the Opinions 
of others upon this Subject, and try whether they 
will bear the Balance of Truth, 


7. Mx Law it ſeems and the Metho- 


diſts are of a quite contrary Opinion; they are for 
making fallen Man a Devil as to his Soul, as 


well as a Brute as to his Body: And thus the 


poor unhappy Wretch muſt be led blindfold to 


his own Deſtruction. The Methodiſts have offer'd 
nothing conſiderable upon this Head to prove their 
Point: They thunder out aloud indeed, that 


Man is by Nature neceſſarily damned *till he 


enters into a State of Grace. True indeed, ſo he 
is as to his Body, but not as to his Soul, which 


would be repugnant to Scripture, and incompa- 


tible with the divine Nature and Attributes. 
They would underſtand Original Sin in thus 
e 88 ad higheſt: 


141) 


higheſt Senſe, and I believe in this Senſe the 


Article of our Churchupon it is meant. 


BuT Mr Law enters more deeply into our ori- 


ginal Frame, and begins with informing us, p. 15. 
that by Man's being created in the Image of God 
is to be underſtood the Image of the Holy Tri- 


nity, ** where Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt each 
brought forth their own Nature in a creaturel 

« Manner.” This it ſeems was a Point reſery*d 
for him alone to reveal to Mankind. But the 


following Sentence is a full Anſwer to his whole 


Pamphlet, and faps the very Foundation of it, 


That this Doctrine of the Trinity in the Soul, was 
never thought of nor mentioned from our Lord's 


Crucifixion, even to the preſent Time by any but 
himſelf. For unleſs this Doctrine can be firſt 
eſtabliſhed, his whole Scheme falls to the Ground ; 
of which there 1s not the leaſt Hint in Scripture, 
nor in all primitive Antiquity. Don't let me 


here be ſuppoſed to argue againſt the Doctrine of 


the Trinity, alas! it ſurpaſſes both Mr Law's and my 
weak Apprehenſion, but thus far I may ately ſay, 


that it ſeems odd and uncommon, to make the 
Chriſtian New Birth inſiſt upon a Doctrine, that 
was never fully agreed upon in the Chriſtian 
Church. — | 


Bu r there is ſtill another capital Objection 
that lies againſt this Account of the Original of 


Man's Nature, that upon Suppolition there was 


any ſuch Union in the Soul, yet it is not only 
inconceivable to us, but even abſurd and contradi- 


| Rory to ſuppoſe they could ever be ſeparated in 
the Soul of Man, any 


more than in the divine 


C2 Nature. 
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| 8 
Nature. And the Truth of this Aſſertion 1 ſhafl 
thus briefly demonſtrate, and hope that the Ar- 
gument will afford ſufficient Satisfaction to the 
unprejudic'd Reader. The human Soul as well as 
the divine Nature is incorporeal and immaterial; 
for we cannot ſuppoſe eyen the _ of the Tri- 
nity to exiſt in Matter, 


Ir we ſuppoſe ſuch a Union as this in the di- 
vine Nature, it muſt exiſt in the very Eſſence of 
it, abſolutely unalterable and unchangeable. But 
all Bodies of the ſame ſpecific Nature, muſt be 
endued with the ſame eſſential Properties. Con- 
 Tequently, this Union muſt likewiſe exiſt in the 
very Eſſence of the Soul, and theretore to ſuppoſe 
it broken, is to take away the very Eſſence and 
Being of the Soul. I am ſenſible of the other 
Conſequences of this Argument, namely, that if 
there be ſuch a Union 1n the divine Nature, there 
. mult be in the Human. But however upon this 
Suppoſition, Mr Law's Argument can never be 
good, till he can prove that this Image can be 
broken, which he has taken for granted. In 
what Senſe we are to underſtand that the Soul 
was created in the Image of God, I ſhall leave the 
impartial Reader to conſider, who it he thinks at 


all about it, has no Occaſion to dread a M.. 
take. 


8. Bu r this is the beſt and moſt excuſable 
Part of Mr Law's Book that we have already con- 
ſidered; therc are ſtill worſe Conſequences be- 
hind, more unbecoming a Gentleman of his Learn- 
ing and Character, either to aſſert or defend. 
But to F P. 6. he fays, ©* that this Sepa- 

| ration 


(13) 
ce ration could happen in this created Image of 
the Trinity, viz. that the Birth of the Son, 


<« and the ariſing of the Holy Ghoſt, could be 
“ ſeparated or loſt, is alſo certain, Sc Let us 


** 


therefore allow Mr Law all the fair Play imagin- 


able, and ſuppoſe that this Separation of the Image 
of the Trinity was poſſible, and then ſee what will 
be the Conſequence according to his own Prin- 


ciples. Let us obſerve that the Image of God the 


Father had ſtill, according to Mr Law, a Being in 
the Soul, and that Man had only loſt the Image 
of the Son and Holy Ghoſt by the Fall. It will 


-be worth while to take a ſhort View of the State 


in which Mr Law repreſents the Soul to be after the 
Fall. It was, ſays he, p. 11. in the State and 


Condition of the Devils, who in their fallen 


Nature, are from Flames of Love, become 


« the ſpiritual, dark, raging Fire-Breath, that 


„ can draw no Light of Love into it.” And 
indeed throughout the Whole Pamphlet, he 
reckons fallen Man as to his Soul to be a mere 
Devil. p. 34. he ſays, there is in this dark fiery 


« Soul, or fallen Nature, (1.) A reſtleſs Selfiſh- 


-©< neſs, (2.) A reſtleſs Envy, (3.) A reſtlefs 
" Pride, and, (4.) A reſtleſs Wrath or Anger.” 
'The Nature of the Soul is, if we believe Mr Law, 
after the Fall entirely helliſn and deviliſh. 
Every Life, ſays he, whether ſpiritual or cor- 
poreal, conſiſts in Fire, or rather is Fire,” which 


is a very ſtrange Piece of Philoſophy with reſpect 


to ſpiritual Beings, therefore we may ſay of the 
Soul in this State, that it is a ſpiritual, dark 
Fire-Breath, an Anger-Fire that mult heat and 


'*. torment itſelf with it's own inward Burning, 


$6 Strife, Sc. I confels 1 never met with ſuch 
Sinulitudes 
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Similitudes apply'd to the Soul of Man, and 
never ſaw it repreſented in fo ſhocking and fright. 
ful a Manner. And at the ſame Time how in- 
conſiſtent and incompatible with his own Prin- 


ciples. For he himſelf allows, that the Image 


of God the Father is ſtill reſident in the fallen 
Soul, and yet the Whole Nature of it is in the 
ſame State and Condition with the Devils. So 
that the Image of God the Father and the Image 
of the Devil are blended together and united in 


the Soul. This is ſuch a deteſtable Piece of Pro- 


phaneneſs and Inconfiſtency, that I am almoſt 
aſhamed to mention it, but rather wiſh that a 


Veil could be drawn over it. 


Ax d indeed, the fame Argument lies againſt 
the Methodiſts; for it is 1mpoſlible to ſeparate the 
Image of God from the Soul, even in it's fallen 
State, and conſequently to affirm that the Nature 
of the Soul is wholly deviliſh, 1s to affirm a flat 


* 


9. Bur ſuppoſe we ſhould make Mr Law ſtill 

greater Conceſſions than thoſe already mentioned, 
yet we ſhall ſtill behold him like a bewilder'd 
Traveller, ſtraying out of the Road of Truth, 
and ſtill incapable of finding his Way: Com- 


mon Experience not ſufficiently inſtructing us, 


that there is ſuch a complexional Devil-like Prin- 


ciple, or raging Fire in the Soul, he gives a mot 


dextrous and philoſophic Reaſon, why we don't 
always perceive it predominant, which has in 


ſhort no more Connection with the Thing itſelf, 


then the Rainbow has to the Moon, p. 11. fays 


and 


0 


1 
and perceive our Soul to be in this miſerable WHT 
e State, a dark Root of ſelf-tormenting Fire, is ht 
this, becauſe the Soul when it was thus fallen, 7M] 
« was united to the Blood of an human Body,“ 8M 
(which it was likewiſe I imagine before the Fall,) $11 
and therefore the ſweet and cheering Light of ö a | 
e the Sun could reach the Soul, and do that for A 
e it in ſome Degree and for ſome Time, which it 11 
<« does to the Darkneſs, Sharpneſs, Sourneſs, 6h 
<«- Bitterneſs and Wrath, that is in the outward +1] 
„ Nature.” This is Philoſophy indeed too re- bf 
fined by much for my Underſtanding! fo that a 1 


Man muſt neceſſarily be more ſelfiſn, more en- 10 
vious, more proud and more wrathful upon the 0 
Abſence of the Sun. The enlivening Warmth of 
that Luminary, diffuſes undoubtedly a certain 
Gaiety and Cheerfulneſs over the Animal CEcono- 
my, but this is entirely ſeparate and diſtinct from 
' thoſe pernicious Paſſions; this is a new Sort of 
the ſolar Influence which lay entirely concealed 
from the Reach of Newton himſelf. How much 
better and - more advantageous would it have 
proved to his own Argument, to have given that 
as a Reaſon, mentioned, p. 63. Namely, that 1 
immediately when the Promiſe of a Saviour was . 
made in thoſe prophetic Words, The Seed of the 
Woman, Sc. then a faving Power or Principle 
was implanted in the Nature of Man. He put 
into him a Seed of the New-Birth, the in- 
grafted Word, by which he received a Begin- 
ning of a divine Life, a Poſſibility of being 
God's Creature again.” This may probably 
be true, and the Promiſe may extend thus far, 
but then ought not this to have been aſſigned as- 
the true Reaſon, of our not always perceiving this 
Wt diiabolical 
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(16) | 
diabolical Blackneſs in the Soul; If there was 
ſuch a Principle engrafted in the Nature of Man + 
after the Fall, furely this may more properly be 
allowed to oppoſe, weaken, and fruſtrate whatever 

is deviliſh in it, than the external Light of the 
Sun, which can never be ſuppoſed to have ſuch 
an Influence, unleſs we mean to put the greateſt 

Affront upon our rational Faculties. But probably 
ſuch a Doctrine as this would be eaſily entertained 
im a Roman Catholic Country, where the ipſe dixit 
of a Clergyman would have Strength enough to 
eſtabliſh it. But I am poſitive it will never be 

received among a People who have, and Uſe the 
indiſputable Right of judging for themſelves. 


10. I T will never be worth while to conſider 
his Doctrine of Regeneration or New-Birth eſta- 
bliſhed upon ſuch Principles. No doubt but if 
the Foundation be found fo faulty, the Super- 
+ ftructure will be ſo likewiſe, But probably I 
may touch lightly upon ſome other Parts of it, 
when I come particularly to treat of this Doctrine. 
And in ſhort the beſt Determination that I can 
give of it is this, that the Whole is one con- 
tinued Contradiction to Scripture, Reaſon and 
Philoſophy. e 
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His Aſſertions too are unwarrantable, p. 15. 
* In the Nature of Things, /ays he, nothing 
4 leſs than this Saviour can redeem them.” And 
again in the ſame Page. A Man cannot ex- 
+ pett to be ſaved through the divine Goodneſs, 
„ without the Mediation of the Son of God, 
„ when the Birth of the Son of God in the 
** Soul, is the one only Salvation that the Om- 
nipotence 
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ce nipotence of God can beſtow upon him.” To 


ſay that divine Omnipotence could not poſſibly con- 


trive any other Means for Man's Redemption, is 
indeed true upon Mr Law's Principles, but when 
the Falſity of them is ſo notorious, I hope every 


impartial Perſon will judge it a Raſhneſs thus 


to limit the Power of the Almighty. I confeſs, 
*tis more than I would preſume to fay, 
when I reflect upon the unmeaſurable Extent of 


this Attribute. But I am ſtill more ſhock'd and a- 


mazed, when he goes on to inform us, that *tis be- 
yond the Extent of Almighty Power to annihilate 
the Soul, How mean, how contemptible an 


Opinion muſt he have of an All-perfect Being, 


ſuch as God is ſuppoſed to be ! Does not God 


Almighty act by the very ſame Steps; and is 
not the Progreſſion entirely the ſame, to create 


any Being out of nothing, as to reduce any 
Being when created, to it's primitive Nullity : 
At the ſame Time that he denies Annihilation, he 
muſt deny Creation likewiſe ; for it is the fame 


Act of Exertion in the divine Power. A God 


that has a Power to create, muſt by an abſolute 
Neceſſity be endued with the Power of Aunibila- 
tion, There is certainly a Poſſibility of ſolving 


theſe Matters, without any ſuppoſed Diminution 


of the divine Power and Perfection. And in 
ſhort, the Whole Book is nothing but the ground- 
leſs Aſſertions of a Man, reſolved to ſay ſome- 
mg new, without any Regard to Decency and 
a | 


II, bs, NG thus finiſhed this neceſſary 


Digreſſion, I come now to offer ſeveral Satisfactory, 


aay, even demonſtrative Reaſons, why I diſſent 
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(18) 
from the Doctrine of Original Sin, in the ſtrict Ac. 
ceptation of the Article, and why I judge it to mean 
no more than that Death and Mortality, that was 


conſequent to Mankind upon the Tranſgreſſion 


of Adam, and thoſe natural Miſeries and Cala- 
mities attendant upon it. 


1. IT is faid that Original Sin adheres to our 


Nature, by Imputation of Adam's Tranſgreſſion 


to ourſelves. Well, let us only ſuppoſe, that God 
imputed it to us undeſerving Creatures, who had 


no Share in Adam's Fault. And now let us 


mark the Conſequence of ſo abſurd a Suppoſition. 
Since it was upon his Account, 1t mutt be the 
lame Sin, and not a different one from that of 
Adam; for the Imputation of any Sin, muſt mean 
the Application of that individual Sin to ourſelves, 
and not of another. And yet this is an expreſs 


Contradiction of St Paul's Argument, Death, 
he ſays, reigned from Adam to Moſes, even over 


them who had not finned after the Similitude of 
Adam's Trarſereſſion. This they muſt neceſſarily 


have done, had Adam's Sin been imputed to them. 
But in Reality, this is the true State of the Calc: 


they were far from ſinning, as Adam did, againſt 
a poſitive Command. Their Sin was only a bare 
Infringement of the Law of Nature, and therefore 
their Mortality, as I have before proved, was 
originally derived from Adam. 


2. Ta1s Imputation of Sin from Adam, muſt 


neceſſarily make God the Author of Sin. I can 


caſily conceive, how it is conſonant to the Good- 


neſs of God, that the Merit of Chriſt's Blood 


may be applied to Mankind, without any p-. 


(19) 
Merit of their own, through Faith. This is an 
Act of that abundant Mercy, he always ſhews to 
imperfect Creatures, but how he can, conſiſtent 
with his Juſtice, without any ſinful Action on our 
Part committed, impute Sin to us, is to me a very 
inconceivable Doctrine. For my Part, I enter- 
tain other Notions of the Deity, as to his Holi- 
neſs, Juſtice and Equity: I confider him as a 
Being, more to be loved for his Mercy, than 


thus to be dreaded for his Severity. This muſt 


needs give us a ſtrange Idea of the Almighty, and 
muſt needs introduce many ſuperſtitious Fears of 
his Government of the World. I approve of no 
Doctrine which favours ſo much of Cruelty, Ty- 
ranny, and horrid Impoſition, ſince God always 
in Scripture, appeals to Men of the Juſtice of his 
Actions, and always diſclaims any Arbitrary Me- 
thod of proceeding. | 


3. ORIGINAL SIN muſt be in all 
alike, or not at all. This fad Depravity and Cor- 
_ ruption of Nature, this gloomy Darkneſs, this 
helliſh Tincture in the Soul, muſt be propagated 
equally and univerſally by Adam to all, or elſe to 
none of his Deſcendents. This muſt be a neceſ- 
gary and immediate Conſequence ; for it feems a 
Contradiction in Terms, that this ſhould be ſpread 
unequally among Mankind. This is an undent- 
able Poſtulatum, and the Conſequence that imme- 
ately flows from it, is this, viz. that every In- 
tant muſt be born with the ſame unmanageable 
| Paſſions, with the ſame Blackneſs and raging Fire 

in his Soul, and in ſhort, would in that undiſ- 


guiſed State, give the moſt evident Proofs of it, 
and we ſhould find the moſt indelible Mark; 
e e lamped 
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ſtamped upon him. Now what is more certain than 


this, that artleſs Infants, when firſt the Dawn of 
Knowledge appears (all other Circumſtances bein 

ſuppoſed equal) are poſſeſſed of this Infection of 
Nature, in a ſtronger Degree than others. We 


find a great Diverſity of Paſſions and -Humours, 


and a greater natural Inclination in one to Evil 


than another, Some we find with calm and ſe- 
date Paſſions, without any diabolical Blackneſs, 


whilſt others are fierce, outrageous, and impe- 
tuous. Now I don't pretend to aſſign a phyſical 


Cauſe for this Mutation in this Place (tho? I be- 


lieve it poſſible) yet whatever the Reaſon be, it 
muſt have been impoſſible upon the Suppoſition of 
Original Sin, This I take to be as demonſtrative 
and concluſive an Argument, as any the Mathe- 
matics can produce, 9925 


4. ORIGINAL SIN in the higheſt 
Senſe, 1s deſtructive of human Liberty and the 
Free Agency of Mens Actions. Liberty of Action 
is that Principle which diffuſes a Divinity round 
the Godhead itſelf, the Foundation of all Morality 
and Religion, and which muſt neceſſarily be the 
conſtituent Part in ſome Degree, of every living 
Creature in the Univerſe. By Original Sin, 1s 


meant a Sin abſolutely cleaving to, and inherent 


in our Natures. Since this is the Caſe, I gay, 
that it is abſolutely impoſſible, for a Man to com- 
mit any Sin by a voluntary Choice; for if it L. 
found planted in his Nature without his own Wil! 
and Fiat, it muſt likewiſe for the ſame Reaſon 
neceſſarily appear in his Actions. If Sin be ſo 
znwardly rooted and grafted in our Nature, that 
the Power of the Soul cannot eradicate it, at 
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Soul then is fatally acted upon, by the Impulſe of 
the Luſts and Paſſions, and by this means be- 
comes the Tool of the Body. Hence therefore, 
it would appear that we are not capable of actual 
Sin at all, properly ſo called; for there can be 
no ſuch Thing as actual Sin, if the Soul has no 
phyſical Power over it's own Actions. We need 
not be at a Loſs to account for the greater part 
of this Contagion, ſo univerſally ſpreading over 
Mankind, The general Corruption of the pre- 
ſent Age tends to the Corruption of the next, 
the Prevalence of Cuſtom, the Force of Example, 


the early Imbibement of Vice, are all joint Cauſes 


of the preſent unhappy Condition of Man. 


Ir is therefore no Recommendation to the 
| Methodiſts Doctrines, to preach the literal Senſe 
of the Articles to their Audience, they will bear 


a very eaſy and tolerable Senſe, without all this 


Rigour and Severity. I wiſh there was any ſuf- 


ficient Reaſon and Foundation for this confdent 
Boaſting. It would eaſe the Conſciences of thou- 


ſands of honeſt Men in the World, of a great and 
almoſt inſupportable Burden. However, I ſhall 
only add, that whoever preaches or believes them 
in the ſtricteſt and moſt rigorous Senſe, makes a 


Man as abſolutely paſſive, in the Work of his 
Salvation, as a mere Machine is in it's different 
Movements, all contrived by the Hand of the 


Artiſt, Thus far I have placed and repreſented 
Scripture in a true and genuine Light ; at leaſt, 
I have endeavoured to do it. The Doctrine of 
Original Sin being thus fully ſtated and firmly 


eſtabliſhed, we may more eaſily build the true 


K 


Superſtructure of Chriſtianity upon it. 
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11. TAE next Doctrine that preſents itſelf, 
and comes under our Conſideration , is of 
all the moſt difficult, knotty, and abſtruſe ; and 
that is, 7uſtification by Faith : Though I muſt 
acknowledge that it has been made ſo by the 
laboured Contentions, and modern Diſputes of 
the Learned, In the pure and primitive Times 
of the Goſpel, we find no Controverſy as to 
Fuſtiſication. They never diſtinguiſhed it from, 
but rather included it in, the Article of Remiſſion 
of Sins. As I cannot help profeſſing a great Ve. 
neration and Eſteem for the Writings of thoſe 
early Ages, when Chriſtianity was practiſed as it 
was taught, fo, to ſpeak my own Opinion, I 
judge it would have been infinitely better, 
never to haye diſputed about this Doctrine 
at all. It is really worth Obſervation in this 
Place, that when any Controverſy ariſes in the 
Church, as to any particular Doctrine, that the 
Truth is generally loſt in the Diſpute. Since 
the Chriſtians in the firſt Ages, took but little 
notice of this Doctrine in particular, I think from 
hence, and from the Language and Meaning of 
_ Scripture we may arrive at a a juſt Apprehenſion 
of it. 
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12. | SH A L L endeavour to determine the 
true Nature of Juſtiſication by Faith, and what 
we are to underſtand by it in the Goſpel, with 

the utmoſt Exactneſs and Perſpicuity. But firſt, F 
1 thall premiſe ſome Expreſſions in Scripture, d 
that bear ſome Analogy and * or V, 


chat are e equivalent to it. 
"27 82 7 


(23) 
JUSTIFICATION by Faith, is, by St Paul, 


very frequently, and indeed fitly ftil'd, through 


out all his Epiſtles, the Righteouſneſs of God : 

Since it is God that juſtifies, and Man cannot 
poſſibly lay any juſt Claim to it from his own 
Works, whether Few or Gentile, it muſt un- 
doubtedly be more properly ſtil'd the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God than that of Man, who were all in 
a State of Sin and Condemnation. I have no 
Occaſion to point out any particular Paſſages, 


ſince we meet with them ſo often interſperſed 


over all the Scriptures, 


JusTIFICAT o too, in St Paul's Epiſtles, 
is identically the ſame, with a bare Reconciliation 


to God, from a State of Wrath. To be in a 


State of Acceptance and Reconciliation, is to be 
likewiſe in a uſtify*d State. This is manifeſtly 


evident, from theſe Words; Much more 10 


being now juſtify*d by his Blood, we ſhall be ſaved 
from Wrath through him. For if when we were 


Enemies, we were reconciled to God by the Death 


of his Son, much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 
ſaved by his Life *. Here we find that Juſtiſication 
by his Blood and Reconciliation by his Death are 
Terms of a like ſignification. 


IT is always repreſented in Scripture, as a 


Freedom or Abſolution from, a State of Con- 
demnation or the Imputation of Sin. It is equi- 


valent to a Remiſſion of our paſt Sins, unto a 


freſh 
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( 24 ) 
Freſh State of Acceptance. This is extremely 
evident from theſe Words: Whom God hath ſet 


forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, 


to declare bis Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſion of Sins 
that are paſt, through the Forbearance of God, We 


ſee therefore, whith how great Reaſon the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians never conſider'd it, as a Doctrine 
diſtinct from the Remiſſion of Sins, and thus 


we ſee how conſonant their Notions were, to the 


true Purport of Scripture. 


. Bu T here it may be proper to remark, 
than to every Perſon who weighs Things and Do- 
Etrines with an impartial and candid Judgment, 
it may be plainly diſcovered, that there are two 
different Significations of the Terms, Juſt and 
JPY d in . 


Tux one is, when a Man is received into 
Favour and Acceptance with God, by a mere 
Act of his Grace. 


Tn E Second is, when a Man is fendered ab- 
ſolutely holy and juſt before God, and as ſuch 
18 8 of certain Salvation. 


TRE Firſt of theſe has been the Foundation 
of innumerable Diſputes and Contentions, and Men 
have been too apt to blend it with the other. 
The Diſpute is here, whether we are juſtify'd 9 
Faith alone, or whether good Works are to be 
introduced as a Means of our Juſtification. Of 
our final Juſtification I make no doubt but they 
are, and I ſhall offer a Proof of it, but as to 


the other, the Determination is caſy, that we ar: 
juſtify'd 
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juftify*d by naked Faith alone, and good Works 


are by no means to be admitted. This is the 


Tuſtification by Faith Bays (ſome few Paſſages ex- 
cepted) intended by St Paul, and we readily allow 
that we are ju/;fy*d in his Senſe, without any Re- 
gard to Works paſt, done under the Law of 
Moſes, or that of Nature. We are ju/tify'd freely 
by bis Grace, through the Redemption that is in Feſus 
Chriſt *, Now it was ablolutely impoſſible that 
St Paul could ever aſſert, that either Few or 
Gentile ought to expect any Acceptance or Juſti- 
fication betore God, upon Account of any Works 


they have done under that Law, whether Moſaical 
or Natural, ſince both of them had ſo groſsly 


neglected and abuſed thoſe Laws they were under, 
and conſequently could never arrive to any De- 


gree of Acceptance, unleſs by the imputed Righ- 


teouſneſs of Faith, But ſtill here's a wide Dif- 
ference between this Sort of Juſtiſcation, and that 
by which we are to be judged at the great Day of 
Account. We muſt perform the true Goſpel- 
Covenant of Works and Faith in Conjunction, 
before we can be abſolutely 7u/tify'd before the 
Tribunal of Chriſt. St Paul ſometimes mentions 
Tuſtification in this Senſe, For I know nothing by 
myſelf, i. e. I don't perceive in myſelf any Stings 
of Conſcience, yet am ] not thereby juſtify*d, but he 


that judgeth me is the Lord +, The true Diſtinction. 
therefore between theſe two Sorts of ZFyſirficstion 


18 this. 
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(26) 


THz one is only a Remiſſion of our paſt Sins; 
whereby we are placed in the Road of Happineſs 


and Salvation, the other is the final Remiſſion of 


all our Sins, and conſequently the Hour of Death 
is the only Period of Time, in which we can 
boaſt an abſolute Poſſeſſion of it. 


14. FRom what has been premiſed upon this 
Head, it will be no great Difficulty to give an 
exact Definition of this Juſtification, which has 
been fo long diſputed about, and prove the Truth 


of it from St Paul's Epiſtles, 


I is a free Act of God's Grace indulged to 
« Mankind, without any Regard to their former 
« Works, whereby we obtain an Abſolution 


from our paſt Sins, and conſequently an im- 


c mediate Acceptance and Reconciliation with 
God.“ ; 


TE, - | : 5 
I would be too tedious to enumerate all the 


Paſſages in Scripture, which may aſcertain this 
Doctrine, a few only ſhall ſuffice to prove, that 
this is the conſtant Voice and Language of Scrip- 


ture. Who have javed us and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our Works, but ac- 


cording to his Purpoſe and Grace, which was given 
us before the World began. And the very fame 


Doctrine is not only delivered by St Paul, but 


likewiſe in other Parts of Scripture. Then Peter 


ſaid unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of 


2 | you, 
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von, in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion 


of Sins *. The Goſpel was offered to all Mankind 
promiſcuouſly, the Righteous as well as the 


Wicked. Thoſe who boaſted they were righ- 


teous, as did the Jews, were far from being al- 
rogether ſo, and the Wicked by Repentance 


might be baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus, 


and thus by the Grace and Mercy of God enter 
into the ſame State of Salvation. Thus was fu]- 


fill'd that Propheey of the Times of the Meſſiah, 
Their Sins and Iniquities will I remember no more. 


How many Thouſands were there converted 
to Chriſtianity, and baptized the lame Day that 
they heard the Apoſtles preach. Was it by 
Grace or by Works that theſe were admitted 
Members of the Chriſtian Covenant? By Works 


it could not; for the Heathens had liv'd without 


God in the World, and the Jews were Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of the Law : thus God had concluded all under 


Sin, and all had fallen ſhort of the Glory of God, 


i, e. of that Righteouſneſs, which had deſerved the 
Fruition of his Glory. None were ever juſtify*d 
barely by Works, only our Lord himſelf, in 


whom was no Sin, and who performed the Whole 


Law. For not the Hearers of the Law, but the 


Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtify*d r. How could : 
St Paul therefore aſſert, that any Man could be 


i#ftify?d or accounted righteous before God, for 


his Works, when both Few and Gentile had 
tranſgreſs'd the Law, and conſequently became 
abnoxious to the divine Judgment? No, By 

3 * 7” 
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(28) 
Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, and that not of 


yourſeboes, it is the Gift of God, not of Works, 
leaf any Man ſhould booſt x. 


15. HAvIN & clear'd up. this Point fo far, 
T ſhall come now more cloſely to weigh and exa- 
mine the Reaſon, Ground and Foundation of this 
Sort of Reaſoning in St Paul, and in other Parts 
of holy Writ, I muſt confeſs indeed, that this 
Matter has been, in the late Diſputes upon this 
Head, too much overlook*d, though in Reality 
it was the ſole Occaſion of all his Labours and 
Writings of this Kind. I won't affirm that 
he always directly aim'd at it, yet I believe he 
always had it in his 18 


Tur Jews we are ſenſible, had an overbearing 
Opinion of their own Righteouſneſs, i. e. of 


that Righteouſneſs which came by the Law. 


They could not bear to think of the Abroga- 
tion of it, tho' they had embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. The darling Opinion that univerſally 
obtained among them, and which they endea- 
voured every where to eſtabliſh, was this. 


„% TRA unleß any Perſon firſt embraced the 


% Law of Moſes, and became a Proſelyte to 


<< their Religion, it was in vain for him either 
to expect Fuificati on or Salvati on.“ 


BEING in the higheſt and * extraordinary 


Manner poſſeſſed with this falſe Tenet, they were 


ſcandalized 


'* Fpheſ. ii. 8, 9. 


(29) 

ſcandalized at the Propagation of the Chriſtian 
Faith among the Gentiles, if the Obſervance of 
__ Law of Moſes, was not inculcated along with 
This as I conceive was the firſt Contention 
an 1 Chriſtian Church, and they may not im- 
properly be diſtinguiſhed into the Phariſaical and 

Free-thinking Chriſtians. Of this latter Sec 
St Paul was a zealous Aſſertor and Defender, 
whilſt the Fews looked upon every Chriſtian, who 4 
had not by Circumciſion bound himſelf to obſerve 71 
the Law of Moſes, as ſtill unſanctify'd and pol-— 14 
luted. Theſe 7udaizing Chriſtians out of an ex- , "in 
ceſſive Zeal ſor their Law, diſperſed themſelves — 
abroad, and inſinuated themſelves into almoſt 5 
all the Chriſtian Churches; they oppoſe that 
Chriſtian Freedom which St Paul preached, with A 
with the greateſt Violence, and became almoſt 7 
as great Enemies to him as the Hlealbens were. ny 
Nay indeed, ſo ſharp was the Diſſention and Di/- Foul 
pulation With them, that Paul and Barnabas were * 
pitch*'d upon to go up to Jeruſalem to determine 9 
this Queſtion. And in the Sy nod of the Apoltles 7M 
conven'd at that Time, *tis remarkable* that 14 
St Peter delivers in few Words, the Whole De- 1K 
ctrine of St Paul as to Fuſtification. Now there- "$f 
fore why tempt ye God to put a Yoke upon the Neck | 1 
of the Diſciples, wwhich neither our Fathers nor we | 
<were able to bear? But we believe, that through the -* 
Grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt we ſvall be ſaved, 0 1 
even as they *. Tho? this Queſtion was carry Wag 
unanimouſly 1n that Aſſembly of the Apoſtles, in BY 
re Favour of Chriſtian Liberty among the Gentiles, _ 110 
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( 30) 


yet the Contention was far from having a final 
Period put to 1t. 


This gave St Paul juſt Occa- 
ſion to write ſo copiouſly upon this Head, and 
in all, or at leaſt moſt of his Epiſtles, he was 
obliged to oppoſe them with great Reſolution. 
They bad crept into every Church where St Paul 
preach*d, and continued to eſtabliſh this Doctrine 
among the Gentile-Converts. Except ye be cir- 
CUMC iſed after the Manner of Moſes, ye cannot be 


faved *. St Paul in his Epiſtles to the Romans 
and Galatians more fully treats of this Subject, 


and ſets himſelf to oppoſe it with greater Earneſt- 
neſs and Vigour, yet in almoſt all his other 
Kpiſlles, we meet with ſome ſcatter'd Paſſages 
that moſt evidently point out his Deſign. The 

rift and Meaning of his Diſcourſe in both theſe 
Epiſtles are entirely the ſame, notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming Difference between them. In that to the 
Romans, he directly ſhews the Impoſſibility of 


Fuſtifcation even by the Moral Law; in that to 


the Galatians, he more immediately explodes Cir- 
cumciſion, but then it ought to be obſeryed, 
that by endeavouring to aboliſh Circumciſion, he 
aim'd at the whole Law, both Moral and Cere- 
monial ; for whoever was circumciſed, laid him- 


ſelf under an indiſpenſable Obligation to obſerve 
the whole Law. So that we may fairly and upon 


the moſt undeniable Principles argue, that his true 


Scope and Intention was the fame, vigz. to re- 


move that vulgar and reigning Prejudice from 
the Minds of the Chriſtian Converts, that the 
Obſervance of the Jewiſh Law was abſolutely 


neceſſary 
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(31) 
neceſſary, in order to obtain a State of Acc 
tance or Juſtification with God, This was the 
firſt Cauſe and Foundation of St Paul's Argu- 
ments, but afterward he apply'd it in ſome of his 
Epiſtles, as well to the Law of Nature as the 
Fewiſh Law. And here the Reaſon was un- 
doubtedly ſtronger ; for if the Fewws, to whom 
were committed the Oracles of God, could not 
expect Juſtification by the Works of their Law, 
HE leſs the Gentiles by the Law of Nature, 
whoſe Sanction was not ſo great, nor the Light 


and Aſſurance of it ſo powerful and cogent. I ſhall 
take the Liberty of quoting one Paſſage at Length, 


where St Paul is manifeſtly and confeſſedly ſpeak- 
ing of the Gentile World : But we ourſelves alſo 


were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 


diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Malice and 
Envy, hateful and hating one another. But after 
that the Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour 
towards Man appear*d, not by Works of Rightcou ie 
neſs which we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſav'd us, by the Waſhing A Regeneration 
and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt which he ſhed on 
us as through Feſus Chriſt our Sudicun: 


That being juſtify'd by his Grace we ſoculd ve made 
Heirs according to the Hope of eternal Life * 


Tus are we arriv'd to a clear Knowledge 
of this abſtruſe and conteſted Doctrine of Juſtiti- 
cation, Viz. we are juſtify*d by Faith, or re- 


ceived into a State of Acceptance in Oppoſition 


to the Works of the TIO Law, or the Law of 
Nature. 


e 


* 


* Tit, ili. 3, 4, 3, 65 7. 
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632) 
Nature. This is undoubtedly the true State of 
the Caſe, and from hence it was that he drew this 


Concluſion in his Epiſtle to the Romans : There- 
fore we conclude that a Man is juſtify'd by Faith 
without the Deeds of the Law *, But fo far 


was St Paul from endeavouring to abrogate the 
Moral Law, that in this very Chapter he diſdains 
and difowns it: Do we then make void the Law 
through Faith ? God forbid : Yea we eftabliſh the 
Law +. His Deſign was only to ſhew the 7nſuf- 
ficiency of it, with Reſpect to Fuſtifcation. 
Now this Sort of Juſtiſication, that J have here 
endeavoured to give an accurate a Deſcription of, 
is obtained by Faith alone, in oppoſition to all 
Works whatever, whether of the Moral or Cere- 


monial Law. Here the divine Grace and Mercy 
became in the moſt eminent Manner conſpicuous, 


by juſtifying all Mankind through Faith in his 


Son, when they could have no Merit of their 


own to boaſt, To put this Matter beyond all 


_ reaſonable Doubt, I ſhall offer a ſhort Argument, 


which I own I look upon as ſtrict Demonitration, 
But here let me be underſtood to ſpeak of the 
Chriſtian Covenant, and no other, 


 NoTninG antecedent to Faith can poſſibly 
juſtify : for then Man might have been juſtißꝰd 
of himſelf, without the Death of our Saviour 
and thus would the Scandal of the Croſs have 
ccaſed. 85 nu; 
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NoTHING ſubſequent to Faith can poſſibly be 
admitted for Juſtifcation; for it ſeems a Contra- 
diction in Terms, that a Man ſhould be juſtify*d 
now at this inſtant of Time for what is to come 

| hereafter, and which may therefore poſſibly never 
happen at all. A ſuppoſed Crimina may as well 
be condemned and executed now, for Crimes that 


may poſſibly never be committed. 


Ir therefore nothing either before or aſter 
Faith, can poſſibly have any Hand in our Fuſtifi- 
cation or Acceptance with God, then the neceſſary 
Conſequence is this, that it muſt be the bare Act 
of Faith alone, that juſtifies us in the Sight of 


God. 


16. Tus I hope to have fully and undenia- 
bly proved, that we are juſtify*d without any Re- 
gard to our Werks paſt; it was the free Grace of 
God that here diſplay'd itſelf, and by which 
alone we had Freedom of Acceſs to him. But 
there is yet another great Difficulty remaining, 
and we are ſtill obliged to determine the exact 
Signification of the Word Faith, Among People 
that are reſolved to diſpute every T hing, this 1s 
become a various and diſputable Word. Bur 


Reader to judge, when the moſt determinate 
| Senſe of it, 1s pointed out in almoſt every Page 
of the Goſpel. But only let me be underſtood 
to mean as to Juſtificalion; for in other Parts of 
Scripture we meet with different Acceptations of 


it. J ſhall therefore, with Reſpect to this Doctrine 
define it to mean, 


are to be done twenty Years hence, and which 


with how little colour of Reaſon I leave the 
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A FIRM ' Aſﬀent and ſtrong Perſuaſion of the 
Mind, that Jeſus is the true Meſſiah, and Ws 
only Saviour and Redeemer of the World, 


My Buſineſs will be now to prove, that this“ 
Definition exactly agrees to the Senſe of St Paul, 
and the anguage of Scripture on this Bead. A 
bare Belief in Feſus Chriſt was ſufficient to entitle 
any Perſon to Baptiſm, and whoever was baptized 
into the Name of Jeſus, was undoubtedly at his 


Baptiſm, 1n a State of Fuſtification and a Capacity 


of Salvation. The firit Inſtance I ſhall produce 
in defence of this Doctrine, is that of Philip and 
the Eunuch. Here, the only proper Qualification 
that was required, in order to make hun a Chri- 
ſtian, was a bare Belief that Jeſus was the Chriſt, 


or the Son of Ged. And the Eunuch ſaid, 
ſee here is Water, what deth hinder me to be 


Baptized ? And Philip ſaid, if the believeſt with 
thine Heart thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, 
believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God *. Was 
this any thing elſe than a bare Faith, and can 
any Perſon pretend to aſſert that naked Faith 
will not juſtify any Man in the Sight of God ? 


But it is not upon one Paſſage-alone that this Do- 


ctrine inſiſts, there are others equally clear and 
convincing. The Word 1s nigh thee, even in thy 


Mouth and in thy Heart, that is, tle Word of Faith 


which we Preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
Mouth, the Lord Feſus, and ſbalt believe in iy 
Heart 


1 
| 


* 44; vili. 36, 37. 


e 
Heart that God hath raiſed him from the Dead“ 


thou ſhalt be ſaved *, I ſhall beg leave to quote 


one Paſlage more, where the Doctrine of Fuſti- 
flation, and likewiſe the ſame Senſe of the Word 
faith, is delivered in the ſame Manner as I have 
deicribed it, without the leaſt Deviation whatever. 
Be it known unto you therefore Men and Brethrew, 


that through this Man is preached unto you the For- 


g:veneſs of Sins, And by him all that believe are 
jnſt. fd from all Things, from which they could not be 
juftifyd by the Law of Moſes . I defy all the 


nice Subtilty and Diſtinction of Man, to give any 


other true Senſe of . Faith and Juſtification, when 
apply*d to theſe particular Pomts that we have 
here examined. There are other Senſes of the 
Word Faith in Scripture, and which have been 
applied by Men of great Learning and Sagacity 
to this Doctrine of Juſtiſication, but with how little 
Reaſon will appear from what has been ſaid. 


17. Mx Law indeed, confirues bare, naked 
Faith, to mean an entire Re/ignation of ouriclves to 
God, We mult have no own Will, no ſelf.ſcel- 
ing, but this total] Reſignation, ſays he, of my 
* ſelf to him, is the only immediate Diipolition or 
«© Capability of enjoying God himſelf, with all his 
e infinite Treaſures.” p. 87. If he had aſſorted, 
that an entire Reſignation of ourſelves to God, 
was the Conſequence of Þaith, he would have met 
with no Oppoſition or Diſpute. But Men of the 


greateſt Learning will be puzzled if they forſake 
- | | F 2 Wy. the 
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the Scripture and truſt to Notions of their own. Faith 
often ſignifies a ſort of ſtrong fiducial Confidence 
in, or Reſignation of- ourſelves to God, an un- 
ſhaken Truſt or Security in his Truth and Provi- 
dence. As in this: For <ve walk by Faith, not by 
Sight *. i. e. We have a firm Aſſurance and Depen- 
dence on the Truth of God's Promiſes. And 
again: So that we ourſelves Glory in you in the 
Churches of God, for your Patience and Faith undey 
all your Perſecutions T. Here it may poſſibly ſigni- 
fy, our Reſignation to the divine Will and Ditpo- 
fal under all our Trials and Afflictions. We find 
alſo || in that Catalogue and Enumeration of the 
ancient Worthies, that the Word Faith has fre- 
quently this Signification affixed to it: By Faith, 
Abraham when he was called to go out into a Place, 
which he ſhould after receive for an 1 nheritane, 
obey' d; and he went out, not knowing whither be 
went * Here by his Faith 1s meant an entire 
Reſenation of himſelf and his Fortunes to divine 
Providence. But to affert that Faith and Ręſig- 
#ation are equivalent Terms, with Reſpect to 
Fuſtification, is to join Words and Stands together, 
which have no manner of real Connection. 'Who- 
ever firmly and ſincerely embraces the Goſpel, 
muſt by Faith give up and reſign himſelf into 
the Arms of his "Saviour, and with a pious Re- 
ſolution purpoſe to obey his Commands. But is 
a Man's own Will, (as Mr Law terms it) fo vi- 
brated and deprav'd, that 1t cannot at all contri- 
bute to this End? What is our own Will but 

an 
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an inherent Power of directing or determining the 
Mind to act or forbear acting? It is an innate 
Power of chuſing or refuſing Good or Evil, and 


ſince our own Will may poſſibly direct us to the 
Choice of good, what Reaſon is there for a 
total Renunciation of it? Nor will God Almighty. 


be diſpleaſed with us for acting agreeable to our 
own Will, when it receives this happy and de- 
ſireable Direction. It is the Principle of Liberty 
and Self-will within us, that is the ſole Cauſe and 


Origin ef all Evil, and conſequently it muſt be 


the Duty of every Man, wholly to renounce his 
own Will, 'till he has made that Will ſubſervient 


to the Laws of God. How therefore muſt one 


be ſurprized and amazed, to hear a Gentleman 
of Mr Law's Learning and Abilities defend ſuch 
an Argument as this, that the Faith which juſtifies 


is nothing but Reſignation, and afterward, that 


ſuch a Reſignation is bare naked Faith, when it 


muſt be accompany'd with Humility, a Debaſe- 


ment of Soul, and ſeveral other neceſſary Quali- 
fications ? Reſignation indeed, as I before ob- 
ſerved, muſt be an immediate Conſequence, 


otherwiſe our Faith will ſoon become dead, and 


by no means productive of good Works. 


18. HEN CE we are naturally led to point out 
the Weakneſs and Abſurdity of others, and thoſe 


not a few, who make Faith a complex Term in 


this Diſpute, as comprehending the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Chriſtian Religion. For when 


we enter upon a Diſputation, whether a Man 
15 juſtify'd by Faith, or by Works, we are to 


talk of theſe, as Contra-diſtinguiſh'd from each 
other, 
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ther, and not make Faith denominate Work 
and Faith together. This in ſhbrt+ is to diſpute 
about nothing, when under the different Sounds 
of Works and Faith we arrange the fame Ideas. 

Would St Paul deal fo unfairly and difingenuouſly 
with his Opponents, thus to puzzle and bewilder 
father than convince their Judgments? It was 
by Faith in Oppoſition to Works that. they were 
juftify*d ; and therefore to make it a compleat 
Term, and to ſignify more than the bare Act, 

was indiſputably the Work of pious, but weak 
Men. They were only afraid to ſay that a Man 
Was juſtify'd by Faith alone, leſt they ſhould 
prejudice the Chriſtian Religion, And the Reaſon 
was, That they were ignorant of this neceſſary 
Truth, that Juſtification in St Paul's Senſe, meant. 
no more than a State of Acceptance with God. 

I acknowledge indeed, that Faith very frequently: 
| Hears this Senſe in other Parts of Scripture, and. 
in St Paul's Epiſtles, but not in this Diſpute. 
which St Paul occaſionally was engaged in with: 
theſe Phariſaical Chriſtians, Paſſages of this Sort 
are very numerous in Scripture : Watch ye, ſtand 
faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, be ſtrong *. 
Here is meant the whole Body collectively of che 
Chriſtian Faith, And again: Examine your ſelves 
_ awhether ye be in the Faith ;, prove your oronſelves, 
&c. TJ. Here Faith bears the fame complex 
Signification with the former. It will be en- 
tirely needleſs to quote my more Paſſages « on 
this Head. 

19. Tuvs 
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19. Tavs far therefore as to the Doctrine of 
Jab1lication the Merbodifts are undoubtedly in the 
Right, viz. that we are juſt; Y by Faith, without 
any | Regayd to Works by i. e. God Almighty 
accepts and receives ſinful Man into his Favour, 
by a mere Act of his Grace. But here St Paul's 
W is at an End, it cannot poſſibly extend 
farther. His Argument was this. The 
. Works of the Law, ſays be, are inſufficient 
to juſtify, therefore we may be j#u/tify*d without 


«© them. But let us only obſerve how far this 


Argument would lead us, when apply'd to good 
Works | in general. Good Works are of chem⸗ 
e ſelves inſufficient to juſtify, therefore we may 


be juſtify'd without them.” And therefore 
how lard: and monſtrous is it to ſtretch this Ar- 


gument beyond it's deſigned Limits, unleſs we 
reſolve to turn downright Autinomians. Faith, when 


it has once placed us in a ſalvable State, mult be no 


longer alone, but in order to keep us in that juſtify? d 
State mult neceſſarily admit of good Yorks for 

it's Companion. In the following Part I ſhall en- 

deavour to eſtabliſh thus fundamental Article: 


— 


Taar both Faith and good Works are really 


diſtinct Conſiderations, and that both are a fone 


4u4 non to our final Juſtification, Or to explain 
my meaning more plainly, that after our Admit- 


ſon into the Chriſtian Covenant we are under the 


Obligation of two ſeparate Laws, The Law of 
Faith and the Law of Good Works, 
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Tuts is the Truth of the Goſpel, and what- 
ever differs from this unerring Rule, muſt be a 
| | miſtaken Opinion. That we are infify'd by Faith, 
af _ evithout any Regard to Works to come, is utterly falle 
ml and impoſſible : It can have no more to do with 
Works to come, than it has with the Revolution of 
the Planets. And yet theſe are the flagrant Ab- 
ſurdities that the Melhodiſis avow and defend. 


U 


20. Trrs one ſingle Argument will be ſuffici- 
ent to fatisfy every unprejudiced Enquirer after 
Truth, chat unleſs we look upon St Paul's Juſti- 
fication in this Light, and which was really, (as 
ſhall ſoon be proved) all that he intended by it, 
we mult neceſſarily make the Scriptures incon- 
ſiſtent with each other, It will be out of the 
Power of human Invention to make the | piſtles 
of St Paul and St James agree. St Paul aſſures us, 
that we are ju/t:fy*d by Faith : St James, that we are 
juſtify*d by Works : How therefore can we ever re- 

concile this manifeſt Difference between them, and 
yet we muſt allow that both theſe Aſſertions are 
ſtrictly true. The only poſſible Solution is this: One 
ſpeaks of Works 905 before Faith and the Works 
of the Jewiſh Law, and the other of Works done 
after Faith, and our becoming Chriſtians. This is 
abſolutely a neceſſary Conceſſion, and ſſo, then 
in the Senſe of St James, good Works are condu- 
cive to our final Juſtification with God. 


Aub that St Paul meant no more Thi this by 
Juſtification, and did not at all intend to derogate 
trom the Merit of good Works, is evident from 
the Objections that were raiſed againſt this Doctrine 
in his own Times. Wat ſhall we ſay then 2 ſhall 
on we 
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wwe continue in Sin, that Grace may abound, * TI; 


« this, ſays he, the Conſequence of my Doctrine 
* of Juſtification that we ſhould continue in Sin, 
«© regardleſs of good Works? No, God forbid 
that this ſhould be my meaning. Did I mean 
this, it would be directly oppoſite to our Chri- 
« ftian Profeſſion ; for Baptilim itſelf delivers 
« good Works in a Figure and Emblem to us: 
« V are bury'd with him by Baptiſm into Death: 
e that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the Dead 
&« by the Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 
«© Walk in newneſs of Life *.” Theſe were the 
Sentiments of St Paul, and thus Baptiſm was 
eſteemed by all the Primitive Chriſtians as a Type 
of our good Works. Bur, 


8 


nne We may ſhew from the very Nature 
of the Chriſtian: Covenant, that good Works are 


and muſt neceſſarily be co-eſſential with Faith, in 
order to the Attainment of Salvation. When our 
bleſſed Saviour entered upon his divine Office, he 


began his preaching among the Jews, who had 


before received a Revelation of God's Will. Their 
Law is juſtly diſtinguiſhed into the moral and cere- 


monial. The firſt (tor we may omut the latter) was 
the eſſential Part of their Religion, and contained 


thoſe immutable Laws of Morality, which are 


and muſt neceſſarily be eternally obligatory upon 


Mankind; and at all Times and in all Places, 
wherever God Almighty vouchſates a particular 


Revelation of his Will, this muſt be the Subſtance 
of it, otherwiſe we mult ſuppoſe him to act contradi- 


» OO 


* Rom. vi. ver, 1, c. 


ctory 


—— F— 
amm „ 
2 
* 


42 
Etory to his Nature and Attributes; for God is 
eternally of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. 
When therefore our bleſſed Saviour began to 
preach, as to the moral Part of it, he did not ſo 
much introduce a new Religion, as refine and right!. 7 
explain the old. So far \ was he from ent deavour. 
ing to aboliſh the unalterable Laws of moral 
Rightcouſheſs, that he almoit made it the whole 
Buſineſs of his Life to correct their grofs Expla- 


nations of it, From hence therefore | dedu ce this 
undeniable Propoſition, 


Tian the moral Law of the eros is ſtill 
obligatory upon us Chriſtians; and that as it was 
the Subſtance of their Religion, ſo it muſt be 
likewiſe of ours, and conſequently it mult be the 

eſſential Companion of F alth in the Work of our 


Salvation, 


Tuis Doctrine is delivered in the ſeventh Ar- 
ticle in much the ſame Manner, that altho' the 


ceremonial Law of the Fews does not bind Chri- 


frian Men, yet no Man is freed from the Obliga- 
tion to that Law which is called moral. If chere. 


fore we meet with any Contradiction to this Do- 
ctrine, in the eleventh and twelfth Articles of 74, 


1 fabio and good Works, in their literal Accep- 
tation, what ſhall we. conclude? — If theſe. Arti- 
cles manifeſtiy oppoſe Morality conſidered as a 
Law, I ſhould be glad of a ſatisfactory Solution 
to cheſe lecming Difficulties 


Ovn Obligation to perform good Works Is 
previous to any Faith whatever, and is by Nature 
unalterably gratted and interwoven into the ory 

0 
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of the Chriſtian Faith, If we regard the eternal 
Rectitude of Things, and delign not to ſubvert 
the fix*d and demonſtrative Notions we have of 
God and his Attributes, we mult neceſſarily allow, 
that every Religion which comes from God, muſt 
have 1t's Foundation in good Works, Conſequently 


the Form of thoſe Words muſt diſpleaſe ſerious 


Chriſtians *. That Good Works done before the 


Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of bis holy 


Spirit, have in them the Nature of Sin. A very 
great Degree of Imperfection undoubtedly adheres 
to our weak Performances, but ſo far as the Works 
are good and proceeding from a true Principle, 
to far muſt they be plcaſing and acceptable to God. 
For we are his Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good Works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould walk in them F. Whatever a learned 


Commentator may ſuggeſt here of ius being un- 


derſtood to rαιονjð)e e: I take theſe Words befors 
ordain'd or prepared, to belong to good Works, 
and that they ſhew our antecedent Oblication to 
perform them. This is the natural Senſe of the 
Words, without any Force put upon them. 


)- Thirdly, Fa [TH 104 good Works in Scripture, 
ſ- are always conſidered ſeparate and diſtinct Arti- 
p- cles. We meet with no ſuch Language as this in 
1 Scripture, that good Works are nothing but a 
al Mode, Conſequence and Production of Faith, or 


any ſuch Opinion, that this is a Language entirely 
G 2 = unknown 


» Art. XUl, FT Eph. il. 10. li Der 77 755 74 * 


that we are under the Obligation of no Law but 
that of Faith, I ſay it is a ſufficient Objection to 
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unknown to Scripture, and the firſt Ages of the 
Goſpel. I believe I may ſafely affirm, that if one 


Paſſage in Scripture can be brought in Defence of 


this Doctrine, I would readily embrace it, and 
depend only on the Merit of Faith for eternal Sal. 


vation; but if this Doctrine has no real Founda- 


tion, I hope I may be allowed to depend upon 
my Works, as well as my Faith. A few Ex- 
amples will place this Matter in a clear Light. 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, 
but the greateſt of theſe is Charity *. The Virtue, 


Merit and Efficacy of Faith, 1s here determined 


to be leſs than that of Charity, It ſeems to me 
an odd fort of reaſoning, to ſay, the greater is 
produced by the leis. Docs not St Paul exhort us 
to hold Faith and a good Conſcience , which ſome 


having put away, concerning Faith have made Ship. 


wreck +, And in the ſubſequent Chapter ||, Holding 
the Miſtery of Faith in à pure Conſcience. He does 


not ſay that Faith is productive of a good Con- 


ſcience, which he ought to have done according to 


their Principles, and I believe we can meet with 


no Expreſſions of this kind throughout the whole 
Canon of Scripture. St Paul indeed exhorts the 
Epheſians, above all to take the Shield of Faith, but 
at the ſame Time he is commanded to pur on the 
Breaſtplate of Righieouſs es **. And again, to his 
beloved Timothy : But thor, O Man "of God, flee 

theſe Things, = follow after Righteouſneſs, Godli- 
neſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs Il], Eere 18 


one material Point to be obſerved in theſe two 
torecited Paſſages, that by Righteouſneſs is not 
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meant the Righteouſneſs of Faith, but that Righ- 
teouſneſs which proceeds from ourſelves; and con- 
ſequently if regularly and vigorouſly purſued, will 


be in Tome Senſe meriterious. Faith here is con- 


ſidered only as a ſingle and diſtinct Qualification, 
and therefore 1t will be ealy to prove the unpar- 


donable Folly and Enthufiaſm of that Aiſertion, 


&« That we are ſubject to no Law but that of Faith.” 
And this will likewiſe appear from the plain Con- 
ſequences that attend ſuch an Opinion. 


B ur firſt give me leave to remind you of a 
notorious Contradiction in Mr Low, p. 69. he ſays, 
< there is no difference between Faith and Works 
in this inward ncw-born Man. It's Faith 1s it's 
& Works, and it's Works are it's Faith.,— So that 
“Faith and good Works are only two Conſide- 


e rations of one and the ſame Thing.” This is 


of a Piece with the reſt, and only requires men- 
tioning in order to point out it's Weaknels. 


21. WHOEVER aſlerts, that we are under no 
Law but Faith, muſt neceſſarily be guilty of Ar 
tinomianiſm, I am ſenſible that they laugh at and 
explode it, and call it an ignorant Slander, But 
however the Truth of this Charge I ſhall here 
briefly, demonſtrate. Azntinsmiani/m, in the {trict 
Acceptation of the Word, ſignifies thus much, 


To inculcate the Law of Faith, in Contradiction 
and Oppoſition to the moral Law, or the Law of 
good Works, 5 


LE T us only examine their Principles by this 


Rule, and we ſhall find this Charge to be ſtrictly 


true. 
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true. They boaſt indeed of their Practice of good 
Works, and perhaps with Truth on their ide: 


But how ? Not as a Law, but only as the Mode 
and Conſequence of Faith. So that our Obliga- 


tion to perform good Works, conſidered as a 
moral Law, is really nothing. Good Works by 


them are only conſidered as conſequential to Faith, 


and flowing only from that Law, Whoever owns 


his Obligation to practice the moral Law or the 
Law of good Works, muſt conſider it as a Law 
in itſelf, tho racted from, or without any productive 
Dependance on any other. I have here impartially 
ſtated the Cale, and if they would prove them- 
{elves to be unworthy of this Aſperſion, they mult 


allow that in Chriſtianity there are two diſtinct 


Laws, One of Faith and the other of good Works. 
When therefore they recommend good Works, 


they recommend them not from any intrinſick Ob. 


ligation we have to purſue or practice them, ſup- 
poſed as a Law, but only as a neceſſary Mode of 
Faith. Antinomianiſm therefore may juſtly be laid 


to their Charge; though Chriſtian Charity and 


Truth oblige me to ſay, that it is Antinomianiſm, 
not in the w worlt but in the moſt favourable Scnſe 
whatever. 


Secondly, tl CE according to. their Principles 
we have no Law but F; aith, we mult from that 
Law undoubtedly receive our Trial at the univer- 
{al Judgment of Mankind. For (whatever the Me 
thediſts may think of it) it ſeems inconſiſtent with 
the divine Wiſdom and Juſtice, to condemn or ac- 


; quit us by any Law, which we have no Obliga- 


tion to perform, Can we be judged, or can the 
Jagen be ſtil'd impartial when that Judgment 
I 
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1s to be made from a Law which we have nor. 
And yet it is the univerſal Voice of Scripture, that 
we are to be judg'd according to our Works and not 
according to our Faith, God will render to every 


Man according to his Deeds, or his Works *. Every 


Man ſhall receive his own Reward according to his 


own Labour F. And again: For eve; Man ſhall 
bear his own Burden ||. 


Faom hence therefore I deduce this undeniable 
Poſition, that according to their Method of Rea- 
ſoning, there can be no different Degrees of Hap- 
pineſs to the Righteous in the next World. Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſay they, muſt be our whole Juſtification, 
he muſt be all in all, and we nothing of ourſelves. 
So fatally do they pervert and miſapply that Text: 
But ye are waſhd, but ye are ſanfify*'d, but ye are 
_ juſtify? d in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God . Our own 1s a negative Vir- 
ture, Merit, Righteouſneſs, Sc. We have nothing 


of our own, it is all from Jeſus Chriſt. Our total 
Reliance therefore on his Merit, when our own is 


of no Signification, muſt make us all equally Righ- 
bels. For although we allow there may be dif- 
ferent Degrees, Meaſures and Proportions of Faith, 
yet the Merit of Chriſt, and his Satisfaction for 
Sin, being applied equally to all, muſt place us all 
upon an exact equality, in his future Kingdom of 
Glory. And then what will become of God's 
| Juſtice and Veracity on the one Side, and the 
Scripture? s on the other. 


Mx Low 
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Mx Law runs into the oppoſite Extream, and 
as much repugnant to the Trath and expreſs Lan- 
guage of Scripture. He informs us, that the Blood 
of Chriſt was not ſhed to deprecate the divine An- 
ger or to fatisfy his Juſtice, which important 
Doctrines both Scripture and Reaſon loudly teitify, 
bur to quench this Wrath, this ſeli-tormenting Fire 
in the Soul. p. 48, 49. The Wrath of Man, 
* which was awakened in the dark Fire of his 
& fallen Nature, may in a certain Senſe be called 
„the Wrath of God, —— And it was ſolely to 
<& quench this Wrath awakened in the human Soul, 
that the Blood of the Son of God was neceſſary, 

* — This was the Wrath, Vengeance, and vin- 
6e dichve Juſtice that waned to be fatisf yd, in 
© order to our Salvation,” What Weakneſ and 
Abſurdity is this, without any Foundation in Scrip- 
ture! But he loves to explain Things in a new 
Manner, and place them in a new Light, whe. 
ther there be any Ground for ſuch an Explanation 
or not. 


* 


ubs I have finiſhed what I intended upon 
this Head, and hope that no one will ſo mit-in- 
FerPere my meaning, as if 1 thought, a firm and 
hearty Belief, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Saviour 
of the World, will have no Influence upon our 
future Actions. A true Faith is a very ſtrong 
Motive to produce them, and any Perſon who is 
fully poſſeſſed of this Perſuaſion, and yet leads a 
dillelate Life, muſt neceſſarily contradict the Di- 
ctates of his own Reaſon and Conſcience, He 
allows that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Means of Sal. 


vation, and the only Name vouchſaf *d to Kin 
in 


5 0 
kind for that important End, and yet abſurdly 
diflowns it in his Life. | 


I sHouULD be glad if every one was as full 

fatisfy'd of the Truth of what I have here offer'd, 
as I am myſelf; but if they ſtill diſſent from my 
Reaſons, and are reſolv'd to think me in the 
Wrong, let 'em be fo charitable as to pity my En- 
deavour to find out the Truth. 


22. THE laſt Doctrine that I propos'd to 
treat of, comes now under Conſideration; 
and that is, what we are to underſtand by the 
great Chriſtian. Doctrine of New-Birth, or Rege- 
eration, It gives me I confeſs a very great 
Shock and Surprize, to find Men of great Re- 
putation, both for Learning and Piety, widely 
miſtaking the true Nature of it. Mr Law has be- 


ſtow'd a whole Pamphlet to inform us who? it is 


not, and I hope the few following Pages will fa- 
tisfy every impartial Chriſtian what it 75. 


Ov x Bleſſed Saviour never affected any unuſual 


Forms of Expreſſion, any myſterious quaintneſs 
in his Diſcourſes with the Fews. And par- 
ticularly as to this Doctrine of the New-Bir!h, 
the Fews themſelves had a Form of Speech, or 
Cuſtom ſimilar to it, ſo that it raiſcs our Wonder 


the more, when we find Nicodemus ſo ignorant of 


our Saviour's Meaning. The Words of our 
Lord were exactly conſonant to the Fewyh Me- 
thod of baptizing their Proſelytes. Every Perſon 
who embraced their Religion and renounced Hea- 
theniſm, became, according to their own Confeſſion, 
as a new-born Infant. His former Life and Con- 
5 Vo, oi. verſation 
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verſation were to be entirely forgotten; he was to 
enter upon a new Courſe, and be chang'd as it were 
into a new Creature. When our Bleſſed Lord 
therefore diſcourſed to him about theſe Mat- 
ters, he might eaſily have perceived the Similitude 


between the Jewiſh and the Chriſtian Dectrines. 
But ſurely ſome Reaſon may be given why Ni- 
codemus underſtood the Words of our Saviour 


in ſo childiſh a manner, as if they had been meant 
of a real and actual Birth: And the true Reaſon I 
take to be this, he was a Few and a Phariſaical 


Teacher, and conſequently as ſuch, looked upon 


himſelf already as the Child of God, as having 
no need of Repentance, as Heir of the Kingdom 


of Heaven, as already born from above, and poſ- 


ſeſſed of every Qualification requilite for that End. 
To talk therefore of any Spiritual Life from a- 
bove, (for that the Greek Word aywey truly 
ſignifies) to a Phariſaical Few, ſeem'd the higheſt 
Abſurdity; and hence it was that he fo readily 


took it in the literal Senſe, I am poſitive ma- 
ny of us are guilty of as great Miſapprehen- 


ſion about it, as Nicodemus himſelf, We are 
told by an inſpired Apoſtle, that the Wiſaom of 


Man will be found Fooliſhneſs with God; and in- 


deed if I may freely declare my Opinion, we 
make ule of our own fallible Reaſon too much 


in the infallible Word of God. We ought to be 


highly cautious of any Determinations of this 
kind, leſt they ſhould prove wide from Truth 


and Scripture, and we ſhould thus be found guilty 


of falle Philoſophy and vain Deceit. I appre- 


hend no great Difficulty in the Determination of 


this Doctrine of Regeneration, unleſs Men are 
reſolved to make Difhculties of their own, by. 
| : depending 


e 
depending too much upon the Deluſions of Fan- 
cy. But of all that ever treated of this Doctrine, 4 
not even the Methodiſts excepted, Mr Law has - 
repreſented it in the moſt unſcriptural manner. 
It would appear difadvantageous to Chriſtianity, | 
if fach a Doctrine as this ſhould lye conceal'd = 
from our Knowledge, when without a right Ap- 4 
prehenſion of it, we cannot enter into the Kingdom | 
of God *. We ſeem to labour under greater 
Misfortunes, and to be placed in a more unhappy 
and melancholy Situation, than thoſe mentioned 
by St Paul. He ſaid unto them, have ye received ll 
the Holy Ghoſt fince ye believed? And they ſaid unto bt 
him, wwe have not ſo much as heard whether there be 


any Holy Ghoſt. 


23. Taz firſt Thing that deſerves Obſervation 
upon this Head, and which appears in ſome 
Meaſure to have eſcaped the Writers in this Con- 
troverſy, ſeems to be this; The Kingdom of God men- 
tioned, John iii. where this Matter is moſt fully hand- 
led by our Saviour, does not primarily belong to 
Chriſt's future Kingdom of Glory, but to his vi- f 
ſible Kingdom upon Earth, or the Goſpel- State. 1 

This Phraſe, as likewiſe that other of the Kingdom | 
of Heaven, frequently bear this Meaning in 4 
Scripture, and have no immediate Reference to | 

the future State of the Bleſſed. This Senſe is fo 
obvious in a great many Paſſages, that I have 


no occaſion to quote any at all. It is really | i! 

worth our Obſervation, and particularly in this x 

Place, and will be found one great means to clear ul 

"7 up the Truth of this Doctrine, For want of a \ 
e 


F 
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due Apprehenſion of the Senſe of this Phraſe, 


what miſtakes Men of great Learning have made 


in this Matter: So that the direct Purport of our 
Saviour's Words is really thus :: 


= Tar no Man can poſſibly become a 
true Chriſtian, or a Member of Chriſt's King- 

dom, till he is New Born and Regenerate ; 
* and that as ſoon as ever he is made a true 
Chriſtian, he is really and truly Regenerate. 


* Theſe always accompany each other, and are 
Cc 


2 always inſeparable. | 
Tas being rightly ſtated and apprehended, 


we may come more cloſely to the Matter in 
Hand, and conſider what our Saviour means 
when he ſays we muſt be born again, or from 
above, When Nicodemus fo fooliſhly miſapply'd, 
and miſunderſtood his Words, our Lord ex- 
| plains and exactly paraphraſes them“, and in 
this Verſe is contained the full Senſe of our Sa- 
viour, and the whole Truth of this conteſted 
Doctrine. Perily, Verih, I ſay unto thee, except 
a Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, Now to e- 
very ſincere and impartial Enquirer, who pur- | 
ſues Truth with deſire to attain it, this Doctrine 
lies plain and evident. The whole of this matter 
is viſibly contained in a right underſtanding of 


the Phraſe — To be born of Water and of the 


Spirit: Whoever apprehends the true Meanin 
of thoſe Words, has attained | to the Knowledge 


of 


—__— 
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of this great Chriſtian Doctrine. Are not the 
Words plain and expreſs? Can they be at all 
doubtſul in their Meaning or Application? And 
are they not a direct Explanation of being born 
again? Let us therefore examine theſe Phraſes 
ſeparately, and we ſhall have no Room to doubt 
of their Purport and Intention. To be born o 
Water we are well aſſured, and likewiſe have the 


- unanimous conſent of the Church upon it, that 


it means no more than the Baptiſm of Vater, 


which is a very ſignificant Emblem of the internal 
. Baptiſm, and Unction of the Holy Ghoſt. Bap- 


tiſm of Water itſelf, was ſtil'd in the. firſt Ages 


of Chriſtianity e or Regeneration; it 
is calPd alſo in the Goſpel Illumination, though 


in Reality it was only the outward Symbol and 


Laver of both. Baptiſm therefore ought to be 
eſteemed as a neceſſary and ſcriptural Pare, or.” 


rather Rite of Regeneration- To be born of the 


Spirit (of which Baptiſm is only the outward 
Repreſentation) is the internal Influence and Unc- 


tion of the Holy Spirit upon the Soul; and this 


may juſtly be intitled the higher Baptiſm. Hav- 
ing thus explained the Terms, what it is to be 
born of Water and of the Spirit, there can be 


no great Difficulty to determine this Queſtion. 
Whoever is poſſeſſed of the internal, as well as 


the external Baptiſm, has acquired both the ne- 
ceſſary and immediate Qualifications of the Ner- 


Birth, From that Point of Time muſt he date 


his Spiritual or New-Birth, in the ſame manner 
as the actual Birth of an Infant takes its Deno- 
mination from that Moment it is releaſed from 


the Womb, and enters into the World. As the 


— Birth is s juſtly dated from a fixt and cer- 
tain. 
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tzin Period of Time, ſo mutt the Goſpel Birth bear 
a ſtrict Affinity to it in this Particular, If we take 

it in any other Senſe, how can it with any Propriety 
of Expreſſion be ſtiled a Birth, when, if we give 
Credit to the Opinions of ſome, a Chriſtian is never 
fully born during his whole Life: The Scripture Senſe 
tneretore of Regeneration muſt neceſſarily be this, 


That no Man can be admitted as a Member 
and Partaker of the Bleſſings of our Saviour's 
© Goſpel, unleſs he be waſhed by Baptiſm, the 
Laver of Regeneration, and receive the Unction 
of the Holy Spirit.“ 


* 


* 


C 


— 


* 


As our natural Birth is the firſt Period, or 
Beginning of our natural Life, ſo our ſpiritual 

Birth muſt likewiſe ſignify, the firſt Period or Be- 
ginning of our ſpiritual Life. This is to place. 
Things in the cleareſt Manner, and to ſhew how 
juſt the Parallel is between our natural and our ſpi- 
ritual Birth, and the Significancy of our Saviour's 
Alluſion. Thus every true Chriſtian is born a- 
new; thus the Kingdom of God is opened and re- 


_ wealed to him, and he is endued with a Power of 


making what Growth or Progreſs in it he pleaſes. 
ivery Chriſtian, upon the Profeſſion of a firm 
and hearty Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, at the Time of 
his Baptiſm participated of this New-Birth in the 
firlt Ages of the Goſpel; for we are all baptized 
in!o on Spirit, and at that Time the New-Birth re- 
ceived it's divine Original in the Soul. This mat- 
ter has been ſo oddly handled of late, and fo 
ſtrangely miſunderſtood, that I wou'd willingly 
dwell a little the longer upon it, in order to redtity 
Men's Notions in this Affair, and I think the Birth, 
e e Growth, 
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Growth, Progreſs, Sickneſs and Health of the ſpi- 


ritual Man, may be eaſily illuſtrated by that of the 
natural. 


Taz ſpiritual or New. Birth derives it's Date 
from that Point of Time when any Perſon is made 


Partaker of Baptiſm in all its Senſes, as the Birth 


of an Infant is determined to be at that very Point 


of Time it is releaſed from the Womb. The Truth 


of this I ſhall thus briefly demonſtrate. 


When an adult Perſon (for I ſpeak of no other) 
was baptiz?d, he was either made a true Chriſtian, 
and was entituled to all the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, or 
he was not. To ſay he was not, is to contradict the 


expreſs Words of our Saviour and condemn thoſe 


Means by which he has commanded us 1% er in- 


to his Kingdom, And to fay he is made a true 


Chriſtian, is to own the Point in Queſtion; for every 
true Chriſtian muſt be in every Senle regenerate. 


Tu immediate Effect and Conſequence of this 


Birth in the Soul, is a Senſe, Fecling and Tate of 


ſpiritual Things; for that which is born of the Fleſh 


is Fleſh, and that which is born of the Spirt is Spi- 


rit. The things of the Spirit muſt be ſpiritually. 


diſcerned, there is an immediate Renovation and 
Change in our depraved Wills, Appetites and At- 
fections, as the Infant preſently arives to a Senſe 
and Underſtanding of natural Things, and by 


Growth and Progreſs continually increaſes it's 


Knowledge. 


Hewce we perceive how palpable is the miſtake 


A thoſe, who lay that New-B:rth, as it is applied in 


the 
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the Goſpel, means no more than a total Alienation 
of our Thoughts, Wills and Affections, from the 
Luſts and Paſſions of the Fleſh, to the ſpiritual Du- 
ties of the Goſpel: Whereas it is manifeſt, from 
| What has been already ſaid, that this Change in our 
Minds is not Regeneration itſelf, but the neceſſa 
Effect of it. Such a Temper and Habit of Mind is 
abſolutely requiſite for the Continuance of the Ner- 
Birth. Whoever looks into the true State of his 
Soul, will find that theſe are the Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, as conſequential to our New-Bzrth ; he 
will find it correcting bad Deſires and improving 
good Ones, always guarding and protecting the 
Soul from the Approaches of Sin. If we quench 
not it's Motions, and do not oppoſe it's Dictates, 
the Power of the Spirit wou'd ſtill keep us in that 
regenerate State, and til] feed the Ipiritual Life in 


P | 


25. Bu v the ſpiritual Life after we are New Born 
may have it's Sickneſſes, it's Refluxes and gradual 
Decay, as the Lamp of Lite in the natural Infant 

may be gradually and totally extinguiſhed, The ſpi- 
ritual Infant or the ſpiritual Man may dye, and his 
ſpiritual Health be occaſioned by the withdrawing 
of God's holy Spirit from his Soul, Theſe are all 
evident Truths, and plain to the meaneſt Capacity, 
when any Chriſtian is thus ſpiritually dead, then he 
ſinks into his former unhappy Condition. St Paul 
very elegantly deſcribes Perſons of this Sort, He 

repreſents them as having their Underſtanding aari- 
ned, as being alienated from the Life of God, as _ 


1 


* 
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laſt feeling, as having given themſelves over unto Laß 
civiouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with Greedineſs . 
Where the Works of the Fleſh are ſtill manifeſt, 
where our carnal Affections ſtill remain uncon- 
quered, where our vicious Inclinations are ſtill pre- 
dominant, there our old Man is ſtill uncrucified, 
the Body of Sin remains undeſtroyed, we are then 
become unregenerate again, ſtill confined under the 
Yoke and Slavery of Sin. To theſe we may ap- 
ply again thoſe Words of St Paul, Awake thou that 
ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee Light F.. Like Eſau, he may loſe his Chriſtian 
Birthright and he laſt End and Condition of that 
Man is worſe than the firſf. St Paul has an Eye to 
the dangerous Precipice ſuch a Man ſtands on. It 
is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enligbien'd, i. e. 
baptized, and have taſted of the heavenly Gift, and 
were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have 


_ taſted the good Word of God and the Powers of the 
World to come, if they fall away, to renew them 


again unto Repentance [. Thus the bare Name of 
Chriſt may remain without any ſaving Knowledge of 
him: For as by the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt 
and a lively Faith, we obtain a Reconciliation with 
God and a State of Acceptance, ſo by the Power 
of the holy Spirit and it's Operations on the Soul, 
we become capable of our final Sanctification. 
THz Reaſon why under the Diſpenſation of 
Grace in the Goſpel, the Spirit of Sanctiſication was 
thus pour'd into our Hearts, is, becauſe weak, im- 
potent and unaſſiſted Nature, wanted a Guide to 
conduct her, and to change her inordinate Paſſions, 


and then help her forward in the glorious Progreſs 
| of eternal Happineſs; to make her ſubject to the 


Law of God from being ſubject to the Law of Sin; 
for St Paul aſſures us, that they «who are in the Fleſh 
cannot pleaſe God, i. e. in a State of Nature with- 
out any divine Aſſiſtance: And when once by Bap- 

1 95 EE ng film 
* Eph. iv. 18, 19. + Ibid, v. 14, || Heb, li. 5, 


tiſm the Holy Spirit has acquired Admiſſion into 
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our Souls, and we are fpiritually born, we have the 
Power of growing in Grace, increaſing in our ſpi- 


ritual Warfare, and going on to Perfection. Our 


Liberty 1s by this Means heightened, our Faculties 
enlarged, our Conceptions exalted ; and that which 
flows from the Spirit, obſerves and purſues the Mo- 
tions of the Spirit. The happy Fruits of obeying 
the Spirit in this exhalted Degree, is the Performance 
of all the ſpiritual and excellent Virtues of Chriſti- 
anity. For the Fruit of the Sptrit is in all Gooaneſs 
and Righteouſneſs and Truth *. St Paul himſelf 
points out the direct Senſe of this {piritual Growth 
till we are arrived to a ſpiritual Manhood. Till ve 

all come to the Unity of the Faith, and the Knowledze 


of the Son of Gea, unto a perfect Man. i, e. The 


Manhocd of the ſpiritual Life, unto the Meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fullneſs of Chriſt Tr. 

Ix ſhort, the Operations of the Spirit upon the 
Soul, may not improperly be compared to a good 


General, who ſometimes retreats and ſometimes 


maintains his Ground, though once baffled, till 
renews the Charge, and never r leaves the Field till 


hie finds the Battle entirely loſt. 


Tuus are we come to a perfect Knowledge of 
this Doctrine, and find the Nete-Birth to be the 
Source or firſt Principle of the new Creature, and 
upon which that is afterwards built: And lkewie 
we are ſenſible of the only poſſible Means to pre. 


ſerve this Principle alive in the Soul, v/z, After 


our Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Covenant, to live 


| under a conſtant Senſe of the Influence of the Spi- 


rit, and to frame the Actions of o our Lives * 
to his Preſence. 


In the ſame metaphorical Senſe as we are aid to 
be newborn in Scripture, we are ſaid likewiſe to be 


crtated inChrift Fejus. We are to dye with Reſpect 


to Our tormerLives ONTO and are to un- 
_ derg? 
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dergo as it were a new Creation. Hence is it that 
we are ſo frequently ſtil'd new Creatures: For we are 
bis Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
Works *. We are commanded to put on the new 
Man, which 257 God is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs . The new Man throughout the 
Goſpel means no more than One who 1s led by the 
Directions and Power of the Spirit, to the Practice 
of the Chriſtian Vertues: One who lives in the 
Spirit, walks in the Spirit, and is led by the Spirit; 
who conquers his fleſhly Appetites, and governs 
his unruly Paſſions and Affections by the Aid and 


Influence of the Spirit: Ye heve put on the new 


Man, which is renewed in Knewledge after the 
Image of bim that created him . The old Man bears 


uſt the oppoſite Signification to this in Scripture, 


It means One who has not yet renounced his for- 
mer Courſe of Lite, which he led before he was 
baptized and regenerate; who ſtill continues to 


_ gratify thoſe unlawtul Luſts he practiced when re- 
maining in the Darkneſs of Heatheniſm. They that 


are Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh with the ee. 
ons aud Lyſts. Hence we are exhorted in Scripture 
to put off the old Man, i. e. the former Man before 
we were converted to Chriſtianity, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful Laſts, and to be re- 
newed in the Spirit of our Mind. 

27. Tye Foundation of all theſe Difficulties is 
the great Difference between adult and infant 
Baptiſm. The former of theſe only obtained in 
the firſt Ages of the Goſpel, and, I think, it 


' ought to be wiſhed that we had {till followed the 
Practice of the primitive Chriſtians in this Reſpect, 


Baptiſm in adult Perſons mutt always, if we believe 


the Goſpel, be accompanied with Regeneration or 


the Neto- Birth. Every one mult then be inſtructed 


in the Principles of his Chriſtian Profeſſion firſt 


12 before 


* 5 11. 100 f Chap. iv. 7 | Col. 11. 10. 
pb. iv. 22. 23. 


( 68 
before Baptiſm 3 he muſt confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, and that through him alone he expects Sal- 
vation. To believe that Feſus was the true Meſſiah 
and Saviour of the World, was anArticle abſolutely 
requiſite to qualify them for that ſacred Ordinance. 
St Paul obſerves, that no Man ſpeaking by the Spirit 
of God calleth Feſus accurſed, fo likewiſe no one can 
acknowledge Feſus to be the Chriſt unleſs by the 
Spirit of God. Therefore of Courſe, as the Holy Spi- 
rit muſt needs aſſiſt their Belief, ſo likewiſe the 
Unction of it muſt be a neceſſary Attendant upon 
Baptiſm, and conſequently every Perſon who was 
taught the Rudiments of the Goſpel at the Time of 
his Baptiſm, was really zew-born and regenerate. 
So that every adult Perſon immediately became a 
Member of Chriſt's Kingdom, and was entitled to 
all the future Bleſſings and Promiſes of his Goſpel. 
He was at that very Time born both of Water and 
of the Spirit, and conſequently was entered upon his 
new State. We need not wonder therefore, that 
we meet with ſo many Expreſſions in Scripture de- 
dlaring the great Efficacy of Baptiſm, ſince it was 
only typical of the higher Baptiſm of the Spirit. 
He that believeib and is baptized ſhall be ſaved *. 
It is, as St Peter thought, the neceflary Method of 
Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Covenant. When 
Cornelius ſent for St Peter to receive a more full 
Satisfaction in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and whilſt St Peter was opening the mighty Myſte- 
ry, they all received the Unction and miraculous 
Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, and conſequently if 
ever the Baptiſm of Water could be judged un- 
neceſſary it muſt be then, when they had before 
received the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. Then an- 
ſtwered Peter; Can any Man forbid Water that theſe 
ſhould not be baptized, who have received the Holy 
Ghoſt as well as we. And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the Name of the Lord. This was the 
. 1 _______ conſtant 
* Mark xvi, 16, + Ad. x. 47, 46. 
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conſtant Senſe of the firſt Ages as to theſe Matters, 
and theNew-Birth (a few miraculous Caſes excepted, 
and from which no juſt Argument can be drawn). 
derived it's Date from the Period of Baptiſm ; they 
were baprized into the Spirit and from that Inſtant 


of Time they were ſpiritually born. 


28. Bur if we only reflect what a great Dif- 
ference there is between adult and infant Baptiſm, 


we ſhall be no longer at a loſs to know how Men 


have puzzled themſelves about this Doctrine. It 
is now no eaſy Matter to know when a Man is 


New-Born, unleſs we wholly acquieſce in the 
Church's Opinion, that our Regeneration is to be 
dated from our Baptiſm, I wiſh we had any di- 
rect Argument in Scripture to eſtabliſh ſuch * a 
Doctrine upon. But however, if any Perſon will 
undertake to prove from Scripture that Infants are 
capable of Baptiſm, I will undertake to prove they 


are capable of Regeneration. But thus far I may 
venture to ſay, without any Apprehenſion of Dan- 
ger, that the Neu-Birth is actually formed in any 
Perſon, at the Time when the Holy Spirit has 
vouchſafed its divine Unction. Thus would it be 
now if any adult Perſon was baptized. Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and a hearty deſire to embrace it, 
muſt precede his Baptiſm z he would be baptized 
into the Spirit, and the Power of the Spirit would 
accompany his Baptiſm, and then would he receive 
his ſpiritual Birth, F 
29. I can*T help obſerving what Mr Law 


| has determined upon this Point, which is entire- 


ly contrary to the Scripture Doctrine I have here 
delivered. According to his Account of this 
Matter, the New-Birth is never Actually formed 
in any Chriſtian. For P, 76, he ſays, Was the 
** New-Birth ever really finiſhed in any one, he 
** would be as certainly in Paradiſe as Adam was, 
and be as much above the power of the Ele- 
„ ments of this World as Adam was at his 

VV Creation.“ 


_ Union. Know E not * Gori is in you, excepi 
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* Creation.” And again, 6 Regeneration ig 
<« not to be conſidered as a Thing done, but 
* as a State that 1s progreſſive, or as a b hing 
< that is continually doing.“ The ( perations in- 
deed of the Spirit in the Formation of the Spiri- 
tual Life, are gradual and progreſſive, becauſe 
they muſt be conſiſtent with the moral Agency 
of Man's Actions; but the New-Birth itfelf, muſt 
be actually e in any Perſon before be can 
poſſibly become a Chriſtian ; ſo that according to 
Mr L's Principles, no one can ever claim any 
Title to the future Recompence of Reward, becauſe 
there is no Point of his Life in which he can be 
properly called a Chriſtian, But, 

Secondly, Regeneration conſiſts in the Union of 
the Image of the Son of God to the Soul, or is 
the Birth of the Son of God in it; and in this, 
fays he, the ineſtimable Value of. our Redemp- ' 
tion conſiſts. The Image therefore of the Son of 
God, is by his Death again united to the Soul, | 
or it is not. Upon Suppoſition that it is, then, 
agreeable to his own Scheme, we are placed in 
Paradiſe in the very ſame State of Adam himſelf: 
This I ſuppoſe, no one will preſume to aſſert. 
If it is not, then we ſtill continue in a reprobate 
and unredeemed State, and are ſtil] in that dark 
deviliſn Situation in which he repreſents us. But it 
ſeems he has a ſafe Retreat from this Argument, it 18 
a Thing thatis continually doing,“ it is continually u- 
niting: This is in other Words to ſay, that Chriſt has 

not redeemed us, but is continually redeeming us: But 
I hope that he won't call this Scripture, when our 
Redemption is always mentioned as a Thing done 
and not continually doing. I would only aſk him too, 
whether he met with the leaſt Traces in Scripture, 
that to be Born of the Spirit ſignifies to be Born 
of the Son of God. One Paſſage I remember may 
poſſiby lead the Ignorant to dream of this new 


. 


* 
ye be Reprobates. But this muſt mean by the U- 
nion of Faith; for Chriſt is ſaid to dwell in our 
Hearts by Faith * | 
39. We dont find any neceſſity in the Goſpel | 
for any preternatural Influences or miraculous Ef- | 
| fuſions of the Holy Spirit, in order for our be- 


coming regenerate. And the only Error of the ' 
Metbodiſts in this Point, ſeems to be this, that g 
they take the extraordinary, for the ordinary O- 1 


perations of the Spirit. I do not find any inward | 
Feelings, ſenſible Experiences, and ſuch like, to | 
be abſolutely requiſite for our New-Birth, nor in- 
deed to me -at leaſt do the Operations in both 
Caſes appear to be ſimilar. To feel the Holy Spirit, ; 
properly ſpeaking, is a miraculous Effuſion of it. As | 
when it deſcended in a Bodily Shape, and clover 
' Tongues appeared, like as of Fire, and ſat upon 
each of them, it then undoubtedly acted upon the 
whole Animal Frame, had an extraordinary In- 
fluence upon their Body, and they properly felt 
it. But theſe Effuſions were poured out, for the 
divine Light, and Conviction of the Religion of 
cdur Saviour, and to confirm and ratify its Truth. 
The Holy Spirit was not thus feelingly commu- 
nicated to all, nor probably to half thoſe Chri- 
ſtians, who were baptized even in the Times of 
its miraculous Influence, and yet they were really 
_ new-born, if they liv'd a Life ſuitable to their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. To ſay they were not, is 
to affirm that they were ſtill in a damnable State. 
The Mani feſtation of the Spirit was given to euern 
Man to profit withal, for the uſes of Teaching, 
Prophecying and Edification, and for the Proof 
of their divine Authority. To ſuppoſe any ſenſible 
Operations of the Spirit, muſt ſuppoſe it to act 
prirnarily upon the Body, and theſe will be ex- 
preſſed in a miraculous manner, in involuntary 
Raptures, and pious Agitations. But there is no- 
2 F e thing 


9 


Epb. iii. 17. 


| thing of this required to qualify us for Repene. 
ration. The Influence of the Holy Spirit in this 


_ neſs for heavenly Enjoyments. 
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Caſe is primarily on the Soul, and therefore when 
Spirit acts upon Spirit, to talk of Feeling, it is 
to talk of Impoſſibilities. How therefore 


muſt we diſtinguiſh theſe from the wild Deluſions 
of a difordered Fancy, unleſs they are productive 


of the ſame Miracles, or are convey'd for the 
ſame divine Purpoſes. The ordinary Effluxes of 


the Spirit are only perceiveable from their Fruits 
and Effects, and therefore to feel the Spirit, is 


not an ordinary but extraordinary Method of Con- 
veyance, When therefore the Methodiſts boaſt of | 


theſe inward Feelings, and yet diſclaim and diſ- 


own any extraordinary Impulſes of the Spirit, they 
talk of expreſs and evident Contradictions; and 
yet this is the conſtant Diſtinction they make, and 


they are always for defending the one, and diſ- 


owning the other, When the Impulſes of the 
Spirit on the Soul are great and ſurprizing, ſtill 


the Soul has no inward notice of it, but from that 


divine Glow, that rapturous Ardour of Love to 


Jeſus Chriſt, and Devotion to God, i. e. from its | 
Effects. Feeling is generally uſed in Sripture in 
a ſpiritual and metaphorical Senſe, ſome few mi- 


raculous Caſes excepted. It now raiſes the Soul 


to the more noble Services of divine Adoration : 
Inſpired by it we pour forth our humble Souls 
with a fervent Zeal to that Saviour who redeem'd 
us by his Blood, and raiſed us to a lively hope 
of a happy Immortality. As a Conſequence of 


its Abode in us, we perceive an extraordinary 
Change in our depraved Wills and Affections, a 
growing Diſtruſt to earthly, and an eager Fond- 


Hence I cannot help obſerving their falſe | 


| Repreſentation of that Parallel, concerning the Ope- 


rations of the Wind and the Holy Spirit: ohm iii. 
We feel the Wind, ſay they, in itſelf, not in 


in 
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its Effects merely.” To ſtate this Parallel right, 


we ought to obſerve, that our Saviour there 


ſpeaks of hearing, not of feeling the Wind, which 
he ought to have done according to their Doctrine. 
The Wind bloweth were it liſteth, and thou heareſt 
the Sound thereof, — fo is every one that is born of 
tbe Spirit, We ſhall find this Similitude, rightly 
ſtated, to be a flat Contradiction to their Doc- 


trines. As we hear the Sound of the Wind, 


and yet cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whither 
it goeth, only by its Effects; ſo likewiſe we per- 
ceive by our Underſtanding the Force and 


„Power of the Spirit, although only diſcernable 
from its Effects.” This they mult allow to be 
the true Parallel, unleſs they can prove that our 


Saviour talked of feeling the Wind by its Sound. 
31. As to the manner in which the Holy Spi- 

rit operates, 1t is entirely beyond the reach of our 

finitè Capacity. Body acts upon Body by Contact, 


but how Spirit acts upon Spirit, or even Matter 


upon Spirit, is impoſſible for us to dene: This 
we may be well aſſured of, that in all the Impulſes 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Mind of Man, it 
dictates but ſeldom compells; heightens, but 


rarely ſuperſedes the Power of Liberty. By this 


means we are leſs liable to abuſe that Liberty the 


Almighty hath indulged us, which is undoubted- 


ly its utmoſt Perfection. But never to err, and 


partake of this Perfection in an infinite Degree, 


is the Property of that Being who enjoys the 
moſt tranſcendant Pitch of Glory ; therefore 


with what Reaſon has Mr Hiteſield aſſerted. that the 
Holy Spirit “ appeals to the Underſtanding, 


<« but over- rules and forces the Will*.” I am poſi- 


tive that this Doctrine is wholly unſcriptural, and 
ne would have talked more agreeable to true 
Chriftianity had he aſſerted juſt the Reverſe; that 


the Holy Ghoſt over-rules, conquers, and as it 
were 


Mr tee Account of himſelf, 


rejoice “x. 
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were hurries away the Underſtanding by an extra- 
ordinary Light and Conviction, and then the 
Will would become a voluntary Conſequence of 
the lat Judgment of the Underſtanding, There 
are no ſuch extraordinary Feelings and Compul- 
ſions required for the New-Birth, nothing but the 
ſecret Workings, and unfelt Admittance of the 
Spirit. Whoever expects or talks of Regeneration 
without the Influence and Inhabitation of the 
Spirit, only gives an ample Teſtimony of his 
ſlender knowledge of Scripture. Know ye not 
that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God twelleth in you, If any Man defile the Tem- 
ple of God, them ſhall God ds/troy; for the Temple of 
God is Holy, which Temple ye are *. I chuſe to ex- 
plain this Text of the indwelling of the Spirit in 
the Soul, rather than of the viſible Church of Chri®, 
becauſe of the great Reſemblance it bears to ano- 
ther in the ſame Epiſtle, which is manifeſtly meant 
of it. Know ye not that your Body is the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you ||. 
To conclude upon this Head, I muſt confeſs 
of them as St Paul did of the Fews, I bear them 
Record, that they have a Zeal of God, but not ac- 
cording to Knowledge ||, I rather pity then deſpiſe 
them, and think they will fooner be conquered by 
gentle then ſevere Methods. They glory in their 
miſtaken Notion of Perſecution, and their falſe 
Affectation of Apoſtoliſm. St Pau has given us a 
ſort of Rule to walk by in this Reſpect: Some indeed 
preach Chriſt even of Envy and Strife, and ſome 
aiſo of good Mil. bat then ? Notwithſtanding 
every Way, whether in Pretence or in Truth, Chriſt is 
preached ,, and I therein, do rejoice, yea and will 


32. From the foregoing Principles, let the 
Wicked tremble at the damnableState they are in, 
LE who 

1 Cor. iii, 16, 17. + Cor. iii. 6, 19, + Rom. x. 2. 
„ 
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who produce none of the happy Fruits and Effects 
of the Spirit. The ſpiritual Life can never be long 


conſiſtent with a Life of Wickedneſs. A good 


Chriſtian ought to be govern'd and actuated by 
the Spirit, and to live in Contradiction and Op- 
poſition to it, is 70 grieve the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby they are ſeaPd unto the Day of Redemption. 
They ought every Moment to be ſtruck with 
Horror, when they are thus ſeparated, thus alie- 
nated, thus become Reprobates from Chriſt, Let 
them reflect that they are carrying on and doing 
the Work of the Devil, and what miſerable 
Wages will they be obliged to receive for their 
Labour; for the Wages of Sin is Death, but the 
Gift of God 15 ria Life, thro Feſus Chrijt our 
Lord. 

32. I cannor diſmiſs this Subject, without 
obſerving another Senſe of Regeneration in the 
Goſpel. However this makes no Alteration in 
the Doctrine I have before eſtabliſned, becauſe 
with us Regeneration or New-Birth are Terms that 
bear the ſame exact Meaning. What I have be- 
fore delivered of the ſpiritual New-Birth or 
Regeneration is ſtrictly true, tho? the Word Rege- 
neration itſelf is ſometimes uſed in another Senſe, 
It is not to be there underſtood of a ſpiritual or 
fznrative Birth, but of a literal and actual Re- 
vival of the Body from Corruption, But this is 
not that New-Birth we have before enquired 
alter, but only the aſſured and certain Conſequence 
of our preſerving ourſelves to the End, 1n that 
ſpiritual State or Birth we have entered into in this 
World. That I do not repreſent the Senſe of the 
Word Regeneration unfairly, may be gathered 
from Matt. xix. 28, when rightly pointed and 
_ diſtinguiſhed, 

And Feſus ſaid unto them, Perily T ſay unto you, 
that ye which have followed me, (in the Regencra- 
e when the Son of Man an rl fit i in the 7. wow of 
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his Glory) ye alſo ſhall fit upon Twelve T; brones » Judg- 
ing the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 
HR Regeneration is not to be underſtood in 
the ſame Senſe as the New-Birth or Regeneration 
mentioned by our Saviour John iii, from whence 
the New-Birth is to be derived and ſtated, but 
as I before obſerv*d muſt be referred to a literal 
Reſtoration of Life, i. e. either to the general Re- 
ſurrection, or rather to the Millennium, when 
Chriſt is to reign upon Earth over the Saints, for 
a thouſand Years after the Diſſolution of the pre- 
ſent Form of it. I make no Doubt but this latter 
Opinion is the genuine Senſe of the Text J have 
quoted from St Matthew and conſequently that Re- 


generation in this Paſſage, is to be applied to the 


firſt Reſurrection of the Dead, or to the ſuppo!cd 
Millennium. 

Ix the fame Manner as we have determined 
about the Chriſtian New- Birthor Regeneration, muſt 
we likewiſe determine of Adoption. There 1s the 
greateſt Reſemblance and ſtricteſt Affinity between 


the New. Birth and the Adoption of Sons. A Man 


at the fame Inſtant of Time that he is /p:r:tnally 
born or regenerate, receives his ſpiritual Adoption, 
or Right of Sonſhip. For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God +, The Birth 
of the Spirit in the Soul, is at the fame Time the 


Author of our Regeneration and Adoption, and by a 


regenerate Man is meant exactly the fame as an 
adopted One. And yet it ſeems highly requilite to 
make a juſt Diſtinction in this Matter, that we 
may rightly apprehend it. Adoption likewiſe in the 
Scripture is repreſented as a Thing future, as being 
cquivalent to, and of the fame Signification with 
the Redemption of the Body. And not only they, but our 
ſelves alſo, cuhich have the firſt-Iruits of theòpirit, even 
che ourſelves groan within ourſelves, waiting for ihe 
Adoption, to wit The Redemption of the Bachl. Whatever 
ſeem ng 


Eve N. 5. Nn. vile 14. d. 23; 
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ſeeming Contradiction there may be in this, to the 
foregoing Doctrine I have endeavoured to defend, 
it will upon a ſtrict Examination be found to be 
none at all, unleſs we reſolve to prove a Contradi- 
ction in Scripture itſelf, The Scripture likewiſe 
informs us of our Adoption already paſt, and yet 
all this without any Contradiction to itſelf, For ye 
have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, 
but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, Father *, It may ſeem odd 
therefore not only to weak, but even to ſome 
thinking Perſons, that we ſhould have received the 
Spirit of Adoption, and yet are ſtill laid to wait for it. 
THe Solution of this Query is obvious. 
i418 ſpiritual Adoption, as, well as his ſpiritual | 
Nero. Birth, every true Chriſtian has undoubtedly 
received, at the Time when the Holy Spirit is firſt 
vouchſafed and communicated, and by which they 
are entitled to the ſecond and future Adoption, if 


t they coritinue to perſevere in the Practice of the 
n Chri- ian Faith. By the other is meant our literal, 


W glorious and final Adoption, which will be evident 
17 and conſpicuous to the Eyes of the whole World, 
J which can be known only at the Time of the Re- 
demption of the Body; for by the Holy Spirt of 
God, we are aid to be ſealed up unto theDay 'f Re- 
demption. This Senſe St Paul delivers in the moſt 
exact manner: For the earneſt Expettation of the 
Creature waite:h for the Manifeſtation of the Sons 
of God F. This therefore is exactly analogous to 
what I have proved concerning New-Birth « or Re- 
generation which 1s literally accompliſh'd In the 
actual Reviviſcence of the Body. 

33. I can'T help concluding with a molt 
hearty With, that the Doctrine of the Millennium 
was more univerſally known and believed among 
us, for che Reign of Chriſt a thouſand Years upon 
Earth with his Saints, is built upon a ftronger 

Foundation 


Rom. v. 15. — J Ver. 9. 
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Foundation in Scripture SY any abit Doctrine 
T know of. If i bd Men merely in' Compliance 
with received Opinions, are unwilling to embrace 
any new Doctrine; the Plain Conſequence is this, 
that we muſt always continue contented with thoſe 

we have at preſent,” we muſt yield an implicit 
Faith to them, and ſhew a blind and implicit Dif. 
like to all others that can be propoſed, I hall | 
therefore give an Argument from Reaſon, which 
will greatly corroborate the Teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture, with Relation to the Doctrine * of the 
Ur pet Fn 

Tuis Earth was deſigned 2 4 dig 
Place of uninterrupted ' Felicity to Adam, which 
he was to have enjoyed (I ſuppoſe) 'a thouſand} 

Years before his Removal from it. 4 
Bu r by the Fall, Adam and his Poſterity became 
Mortal; and thus the original deſign of God 1 in 
che Creation ſeemed to be fruſtrated. 

Bur Man by the Redemption of Ihr Chril, 
was reſtored to a Poſſibility of regaining all his 
original Happineſs, otherwiſe our Redemptionl 
ay — | properly b be laid” to be entirely com. 

eateè 
3 IF therefore we ES] ay Juſt Parallel between 
our original State in Paradiſe” and Our Redemption, 
we muſt allow the Poſſibility of, regaining the ori 
ginal State we have loſt, * 

 ConsEQUENTLY, ſince this can never bs dong 
but by admitting the Millennium, or Reign ol 
Chriſt à thoufand Years upon Farth with hi 
Saints, This Doctrine muſt neceſſarily be admitted 
No one I, think can explain Rev. Chap: xx, Matt 
Mr. 28, 29, and the parallel Paflages in Sr ar 
and St Litke, &c. in any other Senſe. To m 
- they ſeem the cleareſt Evidence that Can eib 

be . > 


. 


